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Every outdoorsman has had exciting and thrilling experi- 
ences while hunting and fishing in Florida. We feel that 
every reader of Florida Wildlife would like to read about 
them. 


So .. . sit down and tell us your story in your own 
words. Or, if you prefer, your story can be based on fiction 
instead of fact. And you may get paid for your trouble 
or fun! 


The rules are simple—with no entry fee and nothing 
to buy! 


1.—Stories cannot exceed 1500 words. 2.—They must 
be about: Florida fishing, Florida hunting, or Florida 
wildlife. 3.—A cash prize of $25.00 will be awarded for 
the best story in each of the three categories, they can be 
fact or fiction. 4—All stories must be typewritten, double- 


__ Florida 





spaced, and mailed to Contest Editor, Florida Wildlife, 
Tallahassee, Florida, and postmarked no later than March 
1, 1952. The contest is open to anyone except employees 
of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 
All manuscripts become the property of Florida Wildlife, 
subject to editing and or revision for publication in the 
Florida Wildlife, and will not be returned. The decision 
of the judges will be final. 


Even if you don’t win you may have the thrill of seeing 
your story published in Florida Wildlife. . . . So get busy 
and get your story in. Or maybe you’d like to submit more 
than one—there is no limit on the number you may send in. 


Remember, too, you don’t have to be a_ professional 
writer or a college professor to get into this contest .. . 
let’s all have some fun! 
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FILLS THE BILL 


.... have discontinued our other maga- 
zines because FLORIDA WILDLIFE fills 
the bill for all of them. 

EARLE L. BELT, 
Springfield, Ohio 
FOR THOSE FOLLOWING US 

....] enjoy FLORIDA WILDLIFE and 
congratulate you folks for the things you are 
doing to save our resources for those to 
follow us. 

J. W. ORR, M.D. 
Flint, Michigan 


CONFUSING TIMES 


Found the recent issue of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE most interesting—especially the 
article, “The Invincible Seminole,” and, 
“The Gates Are Opening.” No wonder 
Florida is considered a hunter’s paradise. 
Just had a horrible thought! What if some- 
one should become confused and think the 
gates are opening to shoot the invincible 
Seminole? These are mighty confusing 
times! | 

MARGARET BISHOP, 
Lakeland 


(Turn Page) 


This Month’s Cover 






Artemis Skevakis, this month’s cover 
artist, is from St. Petersburg, Florida, 
and a graduate of Florida State Uni- 
versity, in the class of 1949. From 
then until the fall of 1951, when sh2 
began working on her Master's degree 
in Painting at her alma mater, she 
was employed in the advertising field 
in Atlanta, Georgia. 

































GENERAL a i.) ELECTRIC 


APPLIANCES 
HAMLIN, INC. 
Franchised Dealer 
232 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
JOSEPH S. CUMMINGS 


Business Phone: Ft. Lauderdale 6275 
Home Phone: 6315 


ABEONA 
JUNGLE CRUISES 


Three Different Cruises 
* 
From Andrews Avenue Bridge: 
i—Indian Village Jungle Cruise 
lI—Jungle Everglades Cruise 


11I—Venetian Island Cruise 
7 








FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
PHONES 6894 & 3-2270 
FREE PARKING AT DOCK 












IN FORT LAUDERDALE 
IT’S 
BILL BOYD‘S 
TACKLE SHOP 
* 


COMPLETE 
LINE OF FISHING TACKLE 
RODS AND REELS REPAIRED 
MARTIN MOTORS 
* 
223 S. E. 6th Avenue 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 


Broward Abstract 
Corporation 
Better Abstracts ®@ Title Insurance 


FORT LAUDERDALE, 
FLORIDA 

Fs) 

Titles Insured by 


Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation 
of Richmond, Virginia 


























“One Stop Fishing Service” 


BEACH BAIT & 
TACKLE SHOP 


® LIVE BAIT, CUT BAIT 
® INBOARD RENTALS 
® SPEED BOAT RIDES 
® SUNDRIES 


HAL RUSSELL—tTelephone 2-0683 
425 Seabreeze Avenue 


FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 








TOP CHOICE SOON 
It is with pleasure that I renew my sub- 

scription to FLORIDA WILDLIFE for I 
feel that your magazine will soon be top 
choice for Florida outdoorsmen and women 
too. 

GEORGE BROWN, 

Mulberry 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

I have been stationed at Green Cove 
Springs in the navy for the past 16 months 
and will return to North Carolina as soon as 
1 am discharged. 

The fishing in Florida lakes and streams 
is what has made my visit here most enjoy- 
able along with the friends I have made. I 
wish to keep in touch with Florida with 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE in the years to 
come. 

GEORGE W. COONE, 
Penney Farms, Florida 
TOO OLD TO IWUNT 

I enjoy your magazine very much. I am 
too old to hunt but I enjoy reading about it. 
I still fish and am glad to contribute a little 
toward the good work you are doing. 
CHARLES A. GARDNER, 
West Palm Beach 


STILL YOUNG AT 80 
Seems I can’t write like other folks 
About game and fish and how they poke 
Around and through so many places 
Where deer abound and turkeys gobble. 
It’s lots of fun with gun and pole and line 
To get out of life all that is fine. 
It keeps you young I surely know 
I’m past the four score years and so. 
If I had never had the the chance 
To wear high boots, tucked in my pants 
And roamed around, never fished or shot a 
gun, 
Like lots of others do, 
Then I’d feel down and out and blue. 
Well, I’ve shot my deer and caught some 
fish, 
Roamed through fields and tangled brush, 
Scratched my hands and face and never 
cussed, 
Now life’s near through but bless my soul 
I've hung up my gun and old fish pole, 
And, as I read my FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
through, 
It brings back to me what Id like to do. 
W. H. HANNERS, 
Port Jervis, N. Y. 


TRAINING FOR RANGERS 
I am interested in obtaining a copy of the 
Feb. 1951 FLORIDA WILDLIFE which 
contains an article on snakes by Ross Allen. 
I am presently preparing a class on survival 
for Ranger students and think the article 
may be of assistance in preparing the 
instruction, 
MAJOR FRANCIS J. MYERS, JR., 
Ranger Department, 
The Infantry School, 
Ft. Benning, Georgia 



































TRAMMELL 
MOTOR COMPANY 


S. E. 2nd Street & Federal Highway 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 


Telephones 2-7371 and 2-7455 

















SPORTSMEN 
ATTENTION 
@ 


WHEN YOU VISIT 
FORT LAUDERDALE 


See 


KING REALTY 


1024 E. LAS OLAS BLVD. 
PHONE 5644 
SINCEO ss) bhe, seh Rei ie 







































SAWYER MOTORS 


Gulf Gas ® Tires ® Batteries 
Gulf Oil 










Complete 
Sales and Service 
DE SOTO @®@ PLYMOUTH 


Phone 2-0651 and 2-0652 
401 So. Andrews 


FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 



























RICHARD RODGERS 


real estate 


Registered Broker 
TELEPHONE 4592 
Pompano Beach Yacht Basin, 
Route 2, Box 2031 
POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 


ART’S 
TACKLE SHOP 
* 


BOATS FOR RENT 
ROD AND REEL REPAIRS 
BAIT OF ALL KINDS 
* 


BILL AND KATY FORBES 
TELEPHONE 7179 


ATLANTIC BOULEVARD 
POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


A Place You Should See! 
Ww 
“CREATURELAND” 


Ww 
U. S. HIGHWAY NO. 1 
POMPANO BEACH, 
FLORIDA 


IRENE C. GREENE, 


Realtor 
Telephone 2391 
27 South Federal Highway 
POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 
& 


MANAGEMENT 
RENTALS 


SALES 


POMPANO 
MERCANTILE CO. 


POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 
TELEPHONE 2191 
* 
Headquarters for Hunting and 
Fishing Equipment 
* 
HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES 


McCLELLAN’S 
PHARMACY 


The Rexall Store 


* 


PRESCRIPTION DRUGGISTS 
* 
Telephone 7458 
POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 


HARDWARE .- Inc. 


1903 Tyler Street 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 


* 


MERCURY MOTORS 
WHIRLWIND BOATS 
CHRIS CRAFT KIT BOATS 
MARINE HARDWARE 
FISHING TACKLE 
MARINE PAINT 
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MET US AT DENTIST’S OFFICE 

I happened to read a copy of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE while waiting my turn at my 
dentist’s office. Need I say I enjoyed it so 
much that I want to subscribe to it? 

JEAN B. DESAUTELS, 
Ft. Lauderdale 
YEARNING FOR FLORIDA 

About two months ago my cousin, Hurdis 
Vaughan, of Redbay, Florida, presented me 
with a_ gift subscription to FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE magazine. I am so delighted 
with it that I wish to share it with four of 
my relatives and friends and am enclosing 
the subscriptions. 

FLORIDA WILDLIFE makes me want 
to live in Florida. 

C. H. VAUGHAN, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

HELPED KEEP THEIR EYES OPEN 

. ... At our house our daughters, ages 
9 and 18, read FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
almost as much as we do. Ross Allen’s 
articles on snakes helped us no end, since 
at the time we were new to country living 
and were trying to impress on them to keep 
their eyes open. 

ALICE H. DYER, 

Summerfield 

ABOUT THOSE 8-FOOTERS 
. It’s always a case of destroying 

something like this thing of allowing killing 
of the few alligators we still have to re- 
member the species. This man, Ross Allen, 
who is interested in killing alligators because 
they are too numerous. He has screws loose 
in his head I believe or perhaps they might 
eat a snake once in a while... . 

Do you think for a minute these men 
that go out in the field to just kill everything 
they see will stop and measure an alligator 
to see if it is 8 feet long? Like fun they 
will! They will blast them no matter what 
size they are. 

I get around quite a lot on conservation 
work for Florida Audubon Society and if I 
see two alligators in the whole winter 
season, I think I am lucky. It’s about time 
Florida gets awake to the fact that we have 
to save everything we can to restore our 
diminishing wildlife as that is one of 
Florida’s most interesting assets. 

FRED J. ACKERMAN, 
Lakewood, Ohio 
REPTILES AND THE NAVY 

In one of your recent publications of 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE appeared an article, 
“How to Get Along With Reptiles,” by Ross 
Allen. 

It is desirous that we obtain this issue in 
our training department. 

LT. COMDR. G. TAHLER, 
U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Miami 
(We're proud to be of service to you. 
The requested copy has been mailed. 
ED.) 
(Turn Page) 





VISIT SARASOTA! 
THE IDEAL PLACE 
VACATIONING 


or 
YEAR ROUND LIVING! 
* 


A CORDIAL WELCOME 
AWAITS YOU 


SARASOTA 
BANK and TRUST CO. 


“The Friendly Bank” 
COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE 


Your Listings and Inquiries Given 


PROMPT ATTENTION! 


®HUNTING LODGES 
@FISHING CAMPS 
®TIMBER LANDS 
®HOMES 

®GROVES 


@ESTATES 
®TOURIST COURTS 


George H. Kittredge 


REALTOR 
‘Erom the Atlantic to the Gulf’ 
13 W. Washington Street 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 








STUART 


Offers the Best in 
SALT WATER FISHING! 


Stuart’s Biggest Little Store 


BRANNAN’S 
WESTERN AUTO ASSOCIATE STORE 


OFFERS THE BEST IN SUPPLIES 
TO CATCH THE BIG ONES 


For the REST of the Night, Stop at 


STUART VILLA 


On the Banks of Beautiful 
ST. LUCIE RIVER 


SAIL FISHING — 


Finest of Sport Fishing! 


STUART 
WELCOMES YOU 


Ww 


FOR  LRE- BEST 
IN DRUGS 


STUART 


REXALL DRUG 
STUART @ FLORIDA 











Hay, Grain and Feed, Growers’ 
Supplies 
| Poultry and Dairy Supplies 


| mi 
| POMPANO, FLORIDA 





| LIVE STUFF 
| ee 
| TAME MONKEYS 
| PARAKEETS 
RARE BiRDS 
t 
Mrs. Gladys Edmunds 


State Route No. 7 
Across from Ft. Lauderdale Water Plant 


FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 





CALL 3-8445 
24-HOUR 


+ | Re SERVICE BATTERY 
Dade Tire Co., Inc. 


1501 NORTH MIAMI AVENUE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
Distributors 


U. S. ROYAL 


BATTERIES e TIRES 


AMALIE PENNSYLVANIA MOTOR OIL 


F. R. SCHOWALTER 


, V4 
“ait vy tS 7 


GULF 
OIL PRODUCTS 


POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 


FLORIDA 
Finest Place in World to Live! 
a 
WINTER GARDEN 
Offers 
FINE FISHING 
8 


The 
First National Bank 
Winter Garden, Florida 





| BROWARD GRAIN 
& SUPPLY CO. 


of Pompano 
* 
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A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN 

I thought you might like to see what I 
wrote about FLORIDA WILDLIFE in one 
of my recent columns in the BROOKLYN 
EAGLE. It follows: 

“For those anglers intending to do some 
Florida fishing this season, we _ strongly 
recommend the December issue of FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE, official organ of the 
state’s conservation department. This goes 
for both veterans and beginners. Santa 
Brings Sailfishing, by Ernie Lyons; Cruising 
Down the Kissimmee, by Jack Shoemaker; 


_ and How to Catch a World-Record Fish, by 
_ Cleve Van Dresser, are three articles that 














alone are worth 10 times the cost. Loaded 
_ from cover to cover with real information, 


it costs only 15 cents a copy, or one buck 
per year. Write for it to the Florida Game & 
l'resh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, 
Florida. You won’t be disappointed. The 


| December issue is a lulu.” 


HOWARD S. PRATT, 
Rod and Gun Editor, 
BROOKLYN EAGLE, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HISTORY OF GOPHERS 

I was interested in the article in the De- 
cember issue, “The Florida Gopher,” by 
Ross Allen, but he sure missed a bet by not 
telling what an important part these gophers 
played in the reconstruction days when 
there were a lot of poor people who had a 
hard time in getting straightened out. 

In March of 1888 my folks moved from 
northwest Illinois to a small place named 
Galt City, between Milton and Escambia 
Bay. At that time almost every grocery store 
had a line of pens down the middle of the 
store. These pens held gophers of different 
sizes, from 10c to 35c, and the people com- 
ing in from the country would bring in a 
load of gophers and trade for groceries or 
whatever they needed. 

I have seen a man come in with a 25c 
gopher and buy 10c worth of something and 
then put his gopher in the 25c pen and take 
out a 15c gopher and go to another store to 


finish trading. 


In Milton, Bagdad, and Pensacola, the 


_ main towns we had contact with, the lodges 


and churches, to raise money, would give 
gopher gumbo suppers —and boy, it was 
good eating. 

Dad had a couple former slaves working 
for him, Uncle Jim and Aunt Millie. Aunt 
Millie could whip up a gumbo dinner that 
beat fried chicken. Wish you could get the 
recipe from some of those oldtimers out 
there. 

As late as the 1920’s schooners would 
come from Cuba and gather gophers from 
the Naples and Marco coast and take back 
several hundred at a time. 

C. C. Trowbridge, 
Ft. Myers 
(Following your tip I contacted a “go- 
pher expert” in Milton. Here are the di- 
rections for killing them and then winding 
up with an inspiring gopher gumbo. Hit 
the gopher on his back with your fists 





until he sticks his head out. Stick him in 
the back of the head with an icepick, cut 
his throat, and stand upright until he 
stops bleeding. Take a hatchet and cut 
along the shell on both sides. With a 
sharp butcher knife, start at the rear, cut 
close to the bottom of the shell, and re- 
move it. Remove the legs, neck, liver, 
tripe, and eggs. Clean th> tripe. Put neck, 
legs and tripe in scalding water and boil 
10 minutes. Peel skin from neck and legs. 
Wash meat and parboil until tender. Save 
the stock. Four 10-pound gophers are 
ample for eight people. Heat an iron pot 
— put in two tablespoonsful of flour and 
stir until dark brown. Add two table- 
spoonsful of cooking oil and mix with 
flour. Add four onions and eight garlic 
cloves, four bell peppers, all cut fine, a 
can of tomato paste, two cans of toma- 
toes, black pepper, salt, whole allspice 
and cloves. Mix and add the gopher stock 
and meat. Cook two hours or until gopher 
is tender. Serve with rice. Since gophers 
are cold-blooded reptiles, Catholics are 
permitted to eat them on Fast Days and 
Fridays. — ED.) 

WE WON AN ARGUMENT 

I am happy to write this letter and let 
you know that you have won an argument 
without knowing that you were a party to it. 

After two years of coaxing me to come 
back home, my father knowing me as he 
does, stopped talking about it and gave me 
a subscription to FLORIDA WILDLIFE. 
Last October he renewed my subscription. 

It was more than I could take. To make 
a short story even shorter, after Feb. 1, fol- 
lowing a seven-year absence, my address 
will be Sarasota, Florida. Accept my heart- 
felt thanks for your part in helping my Dad 
win his case. 

Philip L. Clemens, 
Pontiac, Michigan 


The killer ““whale”’ is not really a whale 
but the largest of the porpoise family. 








RAINBOW INN 


Modern Clean Cabins. Good Food. Beats. 
In Key Largo, in the heart of the best 
Fishing Territory, on Over Seas Highway 
opposite Post Office Bldg. 


Rock Harbor, Fla. P. O. Box 15 








VAN’S 
MARINE SERVICE 


1849 Tyler Street 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 
* 

OUTBOARD MOTORS AND 
POWER MOWERS 
Sales and Service 


FISHING TACKLE 


Guaranteed Work ® Prompt Service 
AUTHORIZED EVINRUDE DEALER 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


By JOHN WARING 


John Waring, the writer of this prize-winning essay, lives on a farm in 


Madison County, 


Florida. He was enrolled in Vocational 
years and participated in Public Speaking, 


Agriculture for 4 
Parliamentary Procedure, and 


Feeder Steer Contests. He carried in his farming program, beef cattle, dairy 
cattle, turkeys, hogs, corn, and other feed crops. He was awarded the State 
Farmer Degree at the 1951 F.F.A. Convention. He served as Vice-President 
and President of his local F.F.A. Chapter and was selected to attend the 
National Convention as a representative of his local chapter, 1949. He is now 
attending the University of Florida and majoring in Agriculture. Upon com- 
pletion of his course of study he intends to return to the home farm.—Ed. 
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If man continues the needless slaugh- 
ter which is now in practice, our wild- 
life is doomed to certain extinction. If, 
in the near future, something is not 
done, our already rapidly diminishing 
wildlife supply will become a thing of 
the past; or at the most a rare thing. 
This eventual end has already proven 
itself true in certain cases. 

Before the white man came 
to America, countless thou- 
sands of buffalo roamed the 
fertile plains of the west. For 
years the Indians had depend- 
ed upon this animal for their 
sustenance. The Western In- 
dians had even built their en- 
tire life cycle around him; and — 
yet they had not harmed them ~— 
as much as the white man 
did in a very few years. It 
seems unbelievable that man 
will destroy something that 
has contributed so much to 
his survival, and yet it is so. 
It cannot be because he does not think 
the animal worthy of existence, for he 
has made him immortal by engraving 
his image on one of the most largely 
distributed coins in the world. Surely 
it is not because he has in any way 
endangered our lives. No one can give 
any sane reason for this wanton slaugh- 
ter, and yet it has continued on down 
through the years until there is only 
a mere handful of these noble beasts 
in existence. 

Another species of game that has not 
only been slaughtered needlessly, but 
has been killed off entirely, is the Pass- 
enger Pigeon. Once this bird was so 
plentiful that one blast from a shotgun 
could fill a game bag. Yet this was not 
enough to satisfy the people who hunted 
the pigeon. They set large nets in their 
flyways and would often catch as many 
as 200 to 250 birds in one haul. Is there 
any wonder that this bird was soon to 
become extinct? The Passenger Pigeon 
was pursued to such an extent by man’s 
greed until the last one died in the 
Zoological Gardens of Cincinnati in 
1914. 

Even the fish, which lay thousands 
of eggs each year, are not able to re- 
produce as rapidly as man can destroy 
them. Once, so many salmon ran up the 
rivers of this country to spawn until 
they were crowded with roe-laden fish. 
Today, we have so few of these salmon 
that game laws limit the number of 
fish which one may take ... game laws 
which would not be necessary if con- 
servation of our wildlife had been prac- 
ticed. 
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John Waring 


These three species of game are out- 
standing examples of man’s wasteful 
practices, but these are just samples of 
the wholesale slaughter that has gone 
on since our country was first founded. 
The practices which were put before 
us by our forefathers can no longer 
be followed. When this country was be- 
ing settled, the wildlife was so abundant 
that it was a hindrance in 
some cases. We cannot then, 
hold it against those who 
slaughtered these animals; but 
today, our wildlife is no longer 
overabundant. In fact, it is 
just the opposite. We no long- 
er have an excuse for the 
needless killing of our wild- 
life. Those who persist in such 
wasteful practices should be 
vunished as criminals, for 
they are stealing from you 
and me as much as if they 
had robbed our own homes. 
If our wildlife is to escape 
complete destruction, we must be the 
ones to prevent it. Our part is a large 














one, but one which can and must be | 


the deciding factor. If we fail, our coun- 
try will be as lifeless and barren as a 
desert island. The outdoors will no long- 
er furnish recreation for the millions 


who now enjoy it each year. The ab- 


sence of game will not affect only the 
recreation of millions; it will even affect 
the economy of the nation. One ex- 
ample of this would be the fisheries, 
which depend upon the fish for their 
living. Manufacturers of guns and am- 


munitions would also suffer. The future | 
is indeed a dim one for us if we do not | 
play our part well. On the other hand, | 


our country can continue to have a 
well balanced program of wildlife. The 
game which now furnishes us each year 
with one of the nation’s most popular 
sports can continue to do so. Our game 
is sufficient to perform this task if we 
will but give it the protection which it 
deserves. We have a choice between 
two futures. Our decision should be an 
easy one. There is a method by which 
we can be sure that our future will be 
the bright one. These are a few of the 
steps which we must take in order to 
accomplish our purpose. 


First, and foremost, we can obey the 





game laws! Each year, the Game De- 


partments of America issue laws con- 
cerning our wildlife. 
obeyed if our remaining species of game 
are to continue to thrive. These laws 
became necessary through our neglect, 


(Continued on Page 43) 
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All Florida Animals 
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2 MILES EAST OF SARASOTA 
On Fruitville Road 


SARASOTA 


REPTILE FARM & ZOO 
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The great brown Monarch butterfly 
secretes an acid fluid which is distasteful 
to birds, making it immune from their at- 
tacks. 
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T’s just as easy as falling off a log!” A neat pun if 
I ever heard one! The pun was Ross Allen’s 
reply to my question, “Ross, how do you pole a 

Seminole Indian Dugout?” 

The whole thing started when Skipper, my better 
half, and I were viewing Warner Brothers latest 
Florida adventure, ‘Distant Drums’. A chance remark 
by yours truly to the effect that poling a dugout looked 
easy led into a challenge that another bottom, besides 
that of the canoe, would be wet if I ever tried it. 

Perhaps you haven’t read about our crew’s adven- 
tures in the famous little shanty boat Poly-Wog, but 
let it never be said that the Captain (?) of that re- 
nowned bark would ever back down on a statement 
involving boats. 

The next day under the careful guidance of Ross 
Allen and his favorite Indian guide, Albert Billie, I 
had my first lesson in the skillful art of handling a 
dugout. To hear Ross and Albert describe the ma- 
neuver it all sounded so easy. All you have to do is 
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balance in the stern, hold the pole lightly in your 
hands, swing it forward and drop the end in the water 
close to the canoe and about an arm’s length in front 
of you, push lightly at first until the pole comes even 
with your body then ‘walk down’ the pole with your 
hands pushing firmly and steadily, finishing up with a 
quick jerk at the end to free the pole from the mud. 
Then repeat, steering the dugout with the pole as you 
retrieve it. In deep water you are to use the pole as a 
paddle. They also informed me that you can walk the 
full length of the canoe pushing the boat in that 
fashion. I fooled them there by taking my daughter, 
brave soul, along on my first ride. 

My dry land academic training completed I was 
ready for the practical part of my course. Honey took 
her place in the canoe and I stood, looking quite like 
some Indian Chief, in the stern and we were off. Did 
you ever try to walk a tight wire?? 

Thank goodness for my years of experience in a 
white man’s canoe, however kayak rolling and kanga- 
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rooing in a white man’s canoe is 
‘duck soup’ compared with handling 
an Indian Dugout. I was sorry to 
disappoint the cameraman on that 
first trip as he was hoping for a shot 
of me joining the finny water 
breathers that were looking up at 
me from the clear waters of Silver 
Springs. All went well outside of 
splashing Honey a few times and 
shipping a little water, there is no 
freeboard in the plans of a dugout, 
we returned to our starting point 


with no mishap. 


Last spring I had the pleasure of 
watching Charlie Cypress, one of 
the Indians at Ross Allen’s, hew 
out a dugout with his own hands. 
Charlie, ninety some odd years 
young worked faithfully week after 
week with his peculiar shaped 


tools shaping this beautiful craft. 








Chief Charlie 
dugout — holds one of his carving tools. 


Seminole Cypress and his 


1 ae: 


onie and Shep how to handle a ducout. 


When finished it was a work of art, 
I only hope that he has handed down 
to his descendants his skill and 
knowledge. The canoe measured 20’ 
long, 28” wide and 12” deep in its 
shallowest part and took Charlie 
four long weeks of continuous toil 
to complete. Charlie told me that 
the longest canoe he had ever shaped 
was 25’ long and 4 wide. I have a 
recollection of a canoe that was 
built by a tribe someplace that was 
over 60’ long, 8’ wide and about 5’ 
deep, a war canoe I believe, and cut 
from a single log. 

An idea crops into mind as I finish 
this yarn, a trip down the Silver 
River, into the Ocklawaha and down 
the St. Johns River to Jacksonville, 
Ila., has the aroma of a grand outing 
does it not? I wonder if you can 
fasten an outboard motor on a dug- 
out canoe?? —END 
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When a man who has made his living 
all his life as a commercial fisherman 
goes blind what does he do? The answer 
to this question is Ned H. Edens who 
lives at Salerno, Florida, a little fishing 
village 36 miles north of West Palm 
Beach. Ned is past 60 years of age. He 
began catching and selling fish at the 
age of 12 when his family moved to 
Florida from the hometown of Sneads- 
ville, N. C. 

Edens’ sight began 
to fail when he was 
nearing 40, but he 
continued in the only 
work he knew, trust- 
ing more in touch 
and sound as time 
went on. He began 
his netting career in 
Argyle, in Northern 
moved on 
down the state to fish 
three years at Punta 
Gorda, and then 
spent several more 
years among the 
Keys. Finally Edens 
wound up on the East 


Suffering from pro- 
gressive optic atro- 
phy, Ned Edens al- 
most reached the end 
of his rope about a 
year ago. He tried to 
give up fishing and 
try construction work. 
That didn’t fit an old fisherman. AS 
he tells it: “I had been fishing most all 
my life and I couldn’t get interested in 
anything else.” His money ran out; he 
had no boat nor nets. Ned tried to get 
by with a small Aid to the Blind pen- 
sion. Things didn’t look so good for 
Ned Edens at his age, alone, and almost 
helpless. 

When the Florida Council for the 
Blind was referred to Edens there was 
a tough decision to make. Could a man 
past 60, legally blind, knowing only one 
trade — fishing —be helped back to a 
self-sufficient life? The Council decided 
that Edens’ general good health and 
determination made a try worthwhile. 
What could he do? There was only one 
answer: fishing. Through the efforts of 
the Florida Council for the Blind, a 
boat and nets were made available to 
Ned. Once again he was back in the 





NED H. 





fishing business; but the question was 
whether he could handle it or not. Ned 
decided that he would do all of his fish- 
ing at night because, he says, “night 
fishing depends upon listening. I do 
alright at that.” 

After dark Edens has just enough 
sight so that he can make out lights 
and thus figure out the position of the 
land by familiar lights ashore. He marks 
the ends of his nets in the water by the 
same method. After 
fishing for 50 years 
he can do most of his 
work by instinct. 

All of Edens’ net- 
ting is done in the St. 
Lucie and Indian 
Rivers which connect 
within a mile of the 
Manatee Pocket, a 
wide inlet where 
Edens has his head- 
quarters. His home is 
the pilot room of an 
ancient 75-foot ferry 
boat that once saw 
service between Up- 
per Matecumbe Key 
and Key West. The 
old craft was pressed 
into service between 
the keys after the 
hurricane of 1935 de- 
stroyed the railroad 
that connected the 
islands to the main- 
land. Five years ago 
the steel hull of the 
old vessel started to 
give away and it was towed to its final 
resting place where it has settled in the 
sand. The Hudgins Fish Company uses 
the boat for a fish house. At one and 
the same time the ferry is Ned Edens’ 
home and the place where he sells his 
catch. 

Sometimes Ned thinks it is a rather 
lonely life. For long stretches on the 
water at night his only communication 
is with the wind and the waves; and 
at home in his tiny cabin his only room- 
mates are a dog and a cat. Sometimes 
he goes below to talk to the men who 
work around the fish-house. But Ned 
is doing what he likes best, thanks to 
the Florida Council for the Blind, and 
he is an independent business man. As 
for the future, says Ned Edens, “I’m 
just going to keep on fishing till the 
end.” —END 
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Snook Fishing 


From the tip of his pugnaciously pro- 
truding lower jaw to the tip of his broadly 
spread tail, the snook is a fighting fish. He’s 
a fighting fish on the hook or off, a slugger 
who neither asks nor gives quarter to either 
fishermen or fish. A moody fellow, some- 
times irritable and belligerent, sometimes 
congenial, and sometimes completely aloof, 
the snook is one of the most interesting 
gamefish in the world. 

Snook are distributed throughout the 
West Indies, along the» coast of northern 
South America, in the Gulf of Mexico and 
its tributaries, and along the Southern half 
of Florida’s East Coast. According to Dr. 
Luis Rivas of the University of Miami 
Marine Laboratory, the snook should be 
classified as a fresh water fish. This fish 
certainly seems to like fresh water, for large 
runs of snook invariably appear in the rivers 
and creeks of South Florida when the rains 
ot late summer and early fall freshen the 
tributaries of the Gulf and the Atlantic. Dr. 
Rivas states that any given snook will spend 
about half his lifetime in fresh water unless 
landlocked, in which case he'll complete his 
life cycle without need of visits to the briny 
deep. 

Three different species of snook are 
known to exist in Florida waters. One of 
these species is quite rare, but this is a runty 
little fellow that rarely reaches 12 inches in 
length and is therefore of little interest to 
the fisherman. Another of the snooks is 
fairly common in some areas, but he, too, 
runs on the small side, growing to a maxi- 
mum weight of 3 or 4 pounds. When a 
fisherman speaks of snook, he’s thinking of 
the everyday variety, the big, rawboned 
Centropomus undecimalus. This fish has 
been known to reach weights of over 60 
pounds, and 10 pounders are run of the 
mill. 

So much for the technical data; now let’s 
see about catching a few snook. Snook may 
be ridiculously easy to fool, or they may be 
maddeningly indifferent to any and every 
lure you show them. We'll skip these two 
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extremes and assume that our snook are 
modestly interested in feeding. 


Probably the most consistently successful 
snook lure for the casting rod is a small 
feathered jig. ll venture a guess that more 
snook are landed on feathered jigs than on 
all other casting lures combined. Generally 
the best retrieve in jigging for snook is a 
slow, whippy one, executed so that the 
feather bounces along the bottom. Snook are 
unpredictable, however, and I’ve seen them 
refuse a bounced feather and smash into a 
slowly dragged one. Then too, I’ve seen 
them ignore all sorts of slow retrieves and 
insist on a very rapidly worked feather. 
With snook, it always pays to experiment. 
Color, in my experience, is of little im- 
portance in feathered jig for snook, but 
there are plenty of good snook fishermen 
who will not agree with me on that point. 
Yellow is probably the most popular color, 
with red and white second. 

For the most fun with snook on a casting 
rod, there’s nothing like top-water plugs, 
for a snook hits a surface lure with more 
gusto than any other fish of comparable 
size. The best surface plugs for snook are 


the darters and the zaragossa types in all 


of their variations. Poppers and_plunkers 
are sometimes good, but most snook addicts 
prefer lures which can readily be pulled 
underwater for a few feet from time to 
time. 


Snook demand action in a surface lure, 
action which can only be imparted by the 
rod tip. The retrieve itself should be at no 
more than moderate speed, but the lure 
should dart and dive and zig-zag with ants- 
iu-the-pants rapidity. If a fish swirls behind 
the lure but fails to strike, make a long 
sweep of the rod to pull the lure under 

. and be prepared for a jolt. I personally 
lean to yellow, silver flash, or red and white 
for colors in top-water snook plugs; but I 
feel that color is far less important than 
action. 

Underwater plugs, both the floating-and- 
diving and the sinking types, are often 





necessary in snook fishing. These should be 
fished slowly, and with an erratic whipping 
or start-and-stop motion. The slow sinkers, 
such as the river runt, sometimes perform 
snook catching miracles during winter in 
deep water. Yellow, blue mullet, and red 
and white should satisfy the color require- 
ments. 


A year or so ago a couple of friends and I 
went snook fishing on the Imperial River 
below Bonita Springs. While I was having 
the best snook fishing I’d ever experienced, 
my two friends got skunked. You see, I had 
the only fly rod in the crowd. I mention this 
as an illustration of what a snook killer the 
fly outfit can be, for when a snook wants a 
fly all the plugs, spoons, and feathers in 
your tackle box will leave him cold. 

I like a yellow streamer about 3 inches 
long for snook, but they'll take any and 
every color in the rainbow if theyre in a 
fly hitting mood. Streamers should be 
allowed to sink a couple of feet, then re- 
trieved with slow jerks. They are most effec- 
tive when the fish are feeding on small 
minnows. 

Popping bugs and feathered minnows in 
regular bass sizes and styles are also good 
fly rod snook lures. Fish them just as you 
would for bass and you can’t go wrong. 

For spinning, any of the little bucktails, 
nylures, and dudes make excellent snook 
lures, as do the various miniature plugs and 
spoons. By enabling you to fish deep-run- 
ning lures of small size, spinning will get 
you many snook which the fly or plug out- 
fits fail to tempt. 

I purposely avoided any mention of tackle 
requirements for snook fishing because no 
special tackle is needed. Whatever you use 
for bass will do the job nicely. Put on a foot 
or so of wire leader, and go get ’em. 


—END 





This one CAN'T get away! 


SAILFISH 


Here’s the Ideal Souvenir of Florida 


Authentic reproduction’ of the celebrated Sailfish 
in magnificent full color. Perfect for the office, 
den, lodge, club, etc. A metal casting handsprayed 
in lacquers, mounted on a 6x12 inch natural grain 
lacquered board. 


Also the White Marlin, Barracuda and Dolphin 


Ready ‘to hang. $2. 50 


Parcel Post Prepaid 
No C.O.D. please 


Send check or money order to 


Florida Novelty Crafts 


1793 Purdy Avenue 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


Dealers, souvenir stores, 
send for prices per dozen. 





























IGHTEEN miles south of Tallahassee, in the heart of 

a virgin forest and bird sanctuary lies Wakulla 

Spring, one of the geologic wonders of America. 

Sidney Lanier called it “One of the most remarkable 

springs in America,” because it sends off a full-grown 
River at a single outburst. 

Truly one of Nature’s happy moments, Wakulla is a 
full-throated, crystal clear flood pouring through a 
vast cavern which lies at the bottom of a natural punch 
bowl and spreading out over a five-acre basin before 
racing off toward the Gulf of Mexico as the Wakulla 
River. 

Florida live oaks, cypress, hickory and magnolia, 
festooned’ with Spanish moss, form a frame for the 
Spring’s mirror-like surface. 

Few other springs in the state or the universe, for 
that matter, outrank Wakulla in size and volume. It 
has an average or normal flow of 118,784 gallons per 
minute, or daily flow of around 183 million gallons. 
(State and U. S. Geologic figures.) This amount is 
greatly increased during a wet season, probably 
reaching around 350,000,000 gallons daily. 
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WAKULLA 
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Scene of Dramatic Events in 
U. S. Early History 


By 
Blanche Syfret McKnight 


Virgin forests of live oak, magnolia and cypress, 

framing the blue waters of the Springs, reflect 

their age-old, moss-draped images in the 

crystal-clear depths of one of the world’s largest 

springs. The basin covers an area of over four 
and one-half acres. 


The Spring’s depth, at about the center or “boiling 
point,” where it issues through the portal of limestone 
walls which imprison it, is one hundred and three feet 
(measurement made by State Geologic Survey on 
Oct. 7, 1942). From this central point three distinct 
chasms or cavities may be seen overlapping one an- 
other. Twenty-five feet down there is a ledge of rock, 
and thirty feet or more another ledge, and still deeper 
down the white sandy bottom. From the “boiling point” 
the water gradually shallows. Fifty yards away the 
depth has been reduced to about 75 feet. Most of the 
five-acre pool, however, is less than fifty feet in depth 
and near the banks it is quite shallow. 

The region in which Wakulla lies is a limestone 
plain, covered with shallow sand undermined by many 
subterranean streams. Circulating through the earth 
these underground waters have dissolved portions of 
the underlying limestone, creating many sinks or “pot- 
holes”, natural bridges, and copious springs in the 
adjacent area. And from this network of underground 
rivers comes the astonishing Wakulla Spring. Fourteen 
miles from its source the Wakulla River merges with 
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Moss-festooned branches and “knees”, of the 
gnarled and age-old cypress trees, possess a 
weird beauty. 





the St. Marks, and after three miles of joint flow, semblance of silvered Christmas trees. 
empties into the Gulf. Hidden in the caverns, grottoes and huge chasms 
As a result of the geological formation of the bed of which the flowing water has carved in the limestone 
Wakulla Spring, its chief attractions are its crystal are 30 to 50 pound catfish, 10 to 15 pound black bass, 
clear waters, and the panorama seen below the waters. huge gars, sunfish, bream and many other varieties. 
Coins and small pieces of tin, dropped into the water (Fishing in the Spring proper is not permitted.) 
may be followed by the naked eye, on clear days, until A spectacle always fascinating to visitors is the 
they reach bottom. calling of the fish by the quaint negroes who man the 
The delicate blues, soft greens and other pastel colors glass-bottomed boats. Paddling to a spot where not a 
seen in the depths of the spring are caused by the fish is to be seen, called “Catfish Hotel” because of 
reflection of light which easily penetrates the trans- its demarcations of tall eel grass which resemble tiny 
parent water to the bottom, where bits of limestone rooms where the catfish and other specie hide away, 
and shell act as natural prisms and break the white the boatmen begin to croon: “Come outen dem rooms, 
light into all the colors of the rainbow. Chillun! Come on up and show yer purty selves! Come 
Translucent and rainbow-colored, the Spring pre- along and git yer dinner,” urge the darkies and the 
sents a fairyland of fish, from tiny gay tropical varieties fish obey. Out of the cavernous depths they come by 
to enormous specie that make the fisherman long to hundreds and thousands, swarming around and under 
reach for his rod and reel. The fish flit through a the boat until the view beneath is entirely obscured. 
veritable garden of submarine plants, growing amid No snake charmers’ magic is here. As the boat moves 
fantastic formations of rock and shell. Bits of lime away the old negroes toss out handsful of cornbread 
lodged in branches of water cedars and ribbon-like eel which the fish devour rapturously. There is also Henry, 
grass turn these and other submarine plants into the (Continued on Page 33) 
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RESH WATER anglers in Florida who consistently 
seek utmost fishing pleasure, plus a nice mess of 
table fish, will find nothing more enjoyable than 

angling for the prince of the State’s panfish—the blue- 
gill bream. 

Talk to fishermen anywhere in the United States, 
and most particularly here in Florida, and ask about 
the sport of panfishing. Most of them will agree that 
for downright scrap as well as delicious eating none 
can beat the bluegill. Florida’s bream (commonly pro- 
nounced “brim”’) is the same highly-favored fish that 
occupies a special memory of our boyhood days when 
a crooked limb, some wrapping string, a bent pin, and 
a couple of worms spelled contentment and relaxation. 

It’s the same fish known the state over by the 
hundreds of thousands of cane-pole anglers whose 
aims of getting a little rest.in the out-of-doors and 
taking a free meal home often bear fruit with just a 
few hours fishing a day. 

Just as the black bass is labeled number one king 
of American fresh water game fishes, this little fellow 
can be classed as “tops” among the panfishes. 

More bluegills, among other panfishes, are un- 
doubtedly taken by cane-pole fishermen than by any 
other class of anglers. But many light tackle en- 
thusiasts, especially the fly-casters, are more than 
anxious to engage in battle with one of these flashy 
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By JACK SHOEMAKER 


little sportsters. Particularly do the smallfry anglers 
indulge in this sport, while many adults thoroughly 
enjoy the bream’s eager nibbling at a bait and its game 
qualities in fighting the hook. 

Almost every member of the Izaak Walton league 
has more than once traveled back down memory lane 
to the “old fishing hole” when just a short trip pro- 
duced a stringer filled with bream. But as we said 
before, fishing for these lightweights of the fish family 
was never restricted to youngsters then and it isn’t 
now. 

There is no great science to catching a bream. A 
popping bug or a dangling worm will bring an instant 
attack from him. He’ll bite almost anything when he’s 
hungry — anything that even closely resembles food. 
There are times however when no amount of persua- 
sion will make him strike. Then you might just as well 
fold up your tackle and go home, brother, for he just 
ain’t bothering with food when that happens. He’s 
probably taking a short siesta. 

The common bream, also known as “copperhead” is 
usually'a dark greenish overcast with a purplish luster 
on the back. The belly has reddish cast and there are 
dark transverse bars on the sides. The cheeks and jaws 
are purplish-blue, while a black spot is present on the 
flap of the gill covers. 
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Generally speaking, where you 
find bream, you’ll find black bass, 
and vice versa. For these two species 
get along well together. But often 
the bream is available where the 
bass is not. Bream are mostly insect- 
eaters, and they breed rapidly. They 
love to hang around stumps, brush 
heaps, lily pads, docks, sunken logs, 
boat landings, weed beds, or around 
any deep hole where they know 
there is a chance for food. Here in 
Florida, many anglers have met with 
huge success while fishing the sandy- 
bottomed sections of the many lakes 
and ponds in the state. 


Just as the Florida black bass is 
considered big in comparison to 
others caught throughout the 
country, so is our bream. They av- 
erage better than a half-pound with 
many weighing more than that, some 
going up to 3 pounds. Many fisher- 
men go after the small ones for eat- 
ing and the large ones for sport. I’ve 
seen schools and schools of these 
little fellows ranging from a mere 
inch to more than 11 inches long. 
The numerous anglers going after 
them seem to have no decimating 
effect on them because they are so 
prolific. 


There is not a spot in the State 
where bream and other members of 
the panfish family—stumpknockers, 
shellecrackers and red breast—can- 
not be enticed to barb themselves on 
a hook covered with a nice dangling 
piece of bait. Bream fishing is on a 
year-round basis, much the same as 
bass, with the spring season bringing 
in the best catches. And Florida’s 
more than 30,000 named lakes, and 
any number of private ponds, as well 
as the more than 1,500 rivers and 
streams hold ample supply for future 
generations of the angling clan. We 
might add here that the last state- 
ment is true only if these fish con- 


There’s never a dull moment when the bream start biting. 


group of eight fishermen landed this record catch of pan fish during a recent trip to three 

































Leon County lakes. 


tinue to be taken by sporting 
methods, and not by seines, nets or 
dynamite, as has been reported many 
times throughout the state. 

But it makes no difference what 
waterway the bream is taken from, 
youll still be sure of one of the most 
tasty meals you’ve had in a long 
time. You'll notice the flesh is firm, 
delicate, flavorsome and sweet —a 
really excellent and delicious table 
fish. For the best results, bream 
should be cleaned and scaled as soon 
as possible after being taken, and 
then kept in a cool place until frying 
time. When they are dipped in corn- 
meal, or in a batter of eggs and milk 


Cane pole fishing in Lake Jackson, near Tallahassee, is an experi- | 
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and crackermeal or breadcrumbs 
and then fried in bacon grease, they 
make an unexcelled morsel, indeed! 

Bream are quite often taken with 
worms, especially the so-called ca- 
talpa worms—little green and black 
buggers hatched on the large-leafed 
catalpa trees—and bonnet worms, 
found in the upper stalks of bonnets 
and lily pads. Earthworms, sand 
maggots, insects and small minnows 
are just as effective in landing them. 

Fly-fishing is usually considered 
to be the best method of using arti- 
ficial lures for bream, and many fly- 
rodders swear that, when taken on a 

(Continued on Page 39) 
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By ERNEST LYONS 


advised veteran guide Bill Abbott of Salerno. 

The kicking, flicking live shrimp never reached 
bottom. Up came a mangrove snapper. Rub-a-dub-dub, 
first fish in the tub . . . Sheepshead, croakers, sand 
perch, pigfish soon beat a lively tattoo. Young Bill, the 
twelve-year old in our party, climbed ashore and 
caught half a dozen from the old tree itself. 

We were fishing the Sun Parlor at St. Lucie Inlet. 
Plain old bottomfishing. Fun for kids of twelve or sixty 
—or in between and over. 

Bottomfishing furnishes the most fishing fun for the 
most people. It’s family-style fishing, good old Cracker 
fishing—and right down the alley of the retired folks 
who want easy-going sport that pays off in the skillet. 
Joe Cizek and George Steelman are a couple of retired 
New Jerseyites who own winter homes in Stuart. They 
fish together. No high-powered sizzle-casting. No 
savage, slashing fish for them. 

Every afternoon they ease out in their little put-put, 
drop anchor in a likely spot, bottomfish for a couple 
of hours—and have never been skunked yet. 

They’re happy just catching fish. 

There are millions more like them throughout the 
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United States who don’t give a hoot about catching a 
sailfish, battling a tarpon, casting a plug or flicking a 
fly. Florida’s salt bays and rivers teem with all their 
hearts desire—plain old bottomfish. 

We ought to glorify Florida’s,panfish, salt and fresh, 
in our national advertising. The bluegills and catfish— 
yep, catfish—in our ‘fresh waters plus the teeming 
species of bottomfish in our salt bays are Florida’s 
great reservoirs of fishing fun with universal appeal. 

You don’t have to be an “expert” to have oceans of 
fun bottomfishing. 

Indian and St. Lucie Rivers flow to sea at the Sun 
Parlor. When the green flood tide pours in and reaches 
flood, you can look down and see the fishes in their 
parlor: ghostly grey snapper threading in and out of 
the mangrove roots . .. zebra-striped sheepshead, 
placid grazers, nibbling moss and barnacles . . . schools 
of bronze-pink channel bass . . . moonfish like molten 
silver ... there a giant jewish, here a sullen grouper 

. porgies, margates, Norfolk spots, angelfish and 
sailor’s choice . . . appetites enclosed in scales. 

Since bottomfishing’s elemental, let’s get down to 
earth. In the St. Lucie River region there are a number 
of resorts which rent clean, dry skiffs for two dollars 
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a day. You can bring your own out- 
board, or rent an outboard for an 
additional five bucks. River boats 
with experienced guides are avail- 
able for about half what it would 
cost to go sailfishing and accommo- 
date up to four. Figure about 
twenty-five dollars a day for such a 
party. If you want to row—who rows 
any more?—the skiff and your bait 
is the outlay. 

“Market shrimp” in dime-sized 
pieces, small chunks of cut mullet 
or cut bunker bought at any seafood 
market will produce results, but live 
shrimp is the killer-diller. If you 
want to get your own natural bait, 
hermit crabs, fiddlers and sandfleas 
are abundant. 

You don’t need special tackle. A 
glass, steel or stout bamboo casting 
rod suffices (although bottomfishing 
usually puts a permanent crimp in 
the lighter split bamboo rods). 
Spinning tackle is ideal. If you’re a 
“cane pole fisherman from way 
back” and go in for that man-versus- 
fish heave-ho, Old Man Sheepshead 
was just made for you. 

But, whoa! The tackle man said 
to use this size hook and that size 
sinker, a big stout line and a bailing 
wire leader. Cut those dimensions in 
half—and then in half again. Skilled 
bottomfishermen use fine tackle, 
needle sharp wire hooks, just sinker 
enough to get it down, a fine wire 
leader and plenty of it, or a strand 
of monofilament. Try it. Watch your 
percentage of hooked and landed 
fish climb. 

If, perchance, you hook a whopper, 
give him line; he’s not going to make 
any “mad dash for freedom” but will 
bull around awhile, stubborn, 
weighty, coming up and drilling 
down ... like as not an eight-pound 
sheepshead; give and take and he'll 
be delicious baked with bacon strips 
and rich tomato sauce. 

I’ll take another helping; that’s the 
fun of bottomfishing. 


Where to go? Try ary bridge or 
dock if you don’t mind cther fisher- 
men and the rumble of #assing cars. 
Your territory widens witha skiff. 
Tie next to piling or anchor in easy 
casting distance. A trick that pays 
off: take an axe or hoe along and 
shave off the barnacles. That'll chum 
’em up. If you’re fishing with hermit 
crabs, drop a handful of the cracked 
shells astern now and then. 


Fishing maps are available for the 
St. Lucie-Indian River area, but my 
advice is: watch the other bottom- 
fishermen. They’ll be anchored in 
channels where the croakers and 
weakfish run or over rocky patches. 
Unless it’s flat as glass, stay out of 
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Young Bill caught half a dozen from the old tree itself... 


“Clean your bottomfish before you give them away... 


— 








By ROSS ALLEN and WILFRED T. NEILL 


MONG the most familiar Florida reptiles are the 
box turtles, often called ‘‘box-shell terrapins.” 
These turtles are unusual in that they can close 

their shells completely, leaving no soft parts exposed. 
This trick is of great value to them, of course, for it 
affords them protection from nearly all carnivorous 
creatures. 

Two closely related kinds of box turtles occur in 
Florida. In the Panhandle is found the giant box turtle, 
while the remainder of the state is inhabited by a 
smaller form called Baur’s box turtle. Full-grown 
adults of each kind are shown side by side in the above 
photograph (left). The right-hand figure shows the 
under side of a Baur’s box turtle; note how tightly the 
lower shell fits into the upper. 

Box turtles are usually found walking about in damp 
woods or fields. They are seldom encountered in dry, 
sandy areas. Sometimes they wander into low, swampy 
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bottomlands, but they swim poorly and are not aquatic. 

Few creatures seem more timid than the box turtle, 
which usually draws back into its shell at the first hint 
of danger. However, the males are very belligerent 
toward each other, at least during the breeding season. 
A battle between two box turtles is an amusing sight. 
The combatants “rush” together and meet with a sharp 
crack. They batter each other gamely until one finally 
gives up and draws into his shell. The victor then gives 
his adversary a few more blows, and may even bowl 
him over. The loser isn’t really injured in the conflict, 
but he is often frightened and may be discouraged 
from breeding. Biologists believe that these fights are 
of value to the species, for in the long run the stronger 
and hardier individuals are more apt to breed and so 
hand down their desirable characteristics. In most old 
male box turtles, the front margin of the shell is 

(Continued on Page 38) 
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NEWSPAPERMAN’S vivid imagination and Capt. 
Eddie Rickenbacker’s ingenuity resulted in or- 
ganizing Eastern Air Lines Flying Fisherman 

Club more than 16 years ago. The airline’s much 
newer Flying Hunter Club is only five years old. The 
point is that Eastern Air Lines has been responsible 
for bringing thousands of sportsmen to Florida in its 
promotion of the state as a vacation paradise. What’s 
more, it’s likely that Captain Eddie is equally as proud 
of his flying fishing and hunting clubs as he is of the 
Company he represents as president! 

The idea for starting Eastern Air Line’s Flying 
Fisherman Club was born back in the summer of 1935 
when the organization brought a group of outstanding 
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By HENRY GREER 


outdoor writers on a fishing trip to Florida. During 
this jaunt, J. Hammond Brown, columnist of the 
BALTIMORE NEWS POST, and now president of the 
Outdoor Writers of America, came up with a swell 
idea. First, he pointed out that fishermen and hunters 
spend a young fortune each year on such items as 
equipment, clothing, licenses, food, lodging AND trans- 
portation. He wanted to know why EAL didn’t give 
some little special recognition to air-minded fishing 
folk—maybe a club of some kind, in which the dues 
would consist of a fish (a black bass, sailfish, marlin 
or tarpon) caught, attested and registered. Added in- 
ducement, he suggested, would be a contest with 
prizes for the best catches each year. 

(Continued on Page 32) 
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| WONDER how many residents of the State of Florida who look 
upon themselves as ‘’Sportsmen” realize that a violation of the 
fish and game conservation laws and Rules and Regulations of the 
Commission is termed a misdemeanor—that the penalty for a 
misdemeanor, where the penalty is not expressly stated, is a fine 
of not exceeding $200 or imprisonment not exceeding 90 days; 
and where punishment by fine alone is provided the Court may, 
in its discretion, sentence the defendant to serve not exceeding 
60 days in default of payment of the fine. 

That is not much, is it, when we stop to realize that a person who 
violates one of those laws, or a Rule or Regulation of the Com- 
mission is guilty of a crime which directly affects not only those 


did you know... 


.. . that back as early as 1895, if a person violated the bag limit on 
quail, which at that time consisted of 25 per day, he could be fined 
$25.00 to $50.00 for each bird in excess of the limit or be made to 
serve up to 60 days hard labor for each such bird? Amazing, isn’t 
it, when a search of present day arrest records reveals that many 
a person guilty of exceeding the bag limit on quail, which now 
stands at 10 per day, has been made to pay as small a fine as $1.00? 
.. . that back as early as 1866, a person who hunted on the land 
of another without a permit to do so, could be fined $1,000.00 or be 
imprisoned for a period of 6 months OR be put in the pillory for 
one hour and whipped not exceeding 39 lashes? That, too, is amazing 
when during the present hunting season persons found hunting 
without permit on controlled hunt areas maintained by the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission in an effort to provide adequate 
hunting areas for the general public have been fined as low as $5.00. 
... that back as early as 1860 there was required a license of 
$500.00 for each vessel or boat used for taking fish from Florida 
waters and that for failure to procure such a license a person could 
be fined $1,000.00 for each boat so operated and in addition he for- 
feited his right to all of his equipment, including his boat and its 
cargo? Amazing again, isn’t it, when we consider the very recent 
struggle the Commission has in attempting to stop the commercial 
taking and sale of fresh water fish in Florida? 

... that as early as 1893 a person caught shipping quail out of the 
State of Florida could be fined not less than $500.00 nor more than 
$1,000.00 or be imprisoned for from 60 to 100 days? I can cite to you 
a recent case where a person guilty of this same offense was fined 
the small amount of $50.00. 

.. . that back in 1899 a person found guilty of placing water hya- 
cinths in any of the fresh waters of Florida would be fined from 
$50.00 to $200.00? I seriously doubt if this would be considered a 
violation of any law now regardless of the damage which has been 
caused by hyacinths in Florida and the thousands of dollars which 
have been spent trying to eradicate them or simply to control their 
growth. 

... that in 1899 a person found guilty of taking deer after the 
open season, which then extended from October through January, 
could be sentenced to from 3 to 6 months hard labor? Now, when 
it has been found necessary to reduce the open season on deer to a 
period extending from November 20 to January 6, records reveal 
that some violators are getting by with a fine of only $5.00 for 
hunting deer out of season. 
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persons living today but every person who may become a resident 


of the State of Florida for years to come? 


Just recently | had occasion to do some research into old con- 
servation laws and | was amazed at some of the penalties written 
into those laws. Mind you now, that was back in ‘’The Good Old z 
Days’’ when if Ma decided she wanted turkey for dinner, Pa took * 
down his old trusty gun and walked a short distance down the road 
and shot one—or if neighbors about five long miles down the road 
suddenly showed up for a visit, Pa again resorted to his ‘old trusty’’ 
and soon appeared on the scene with enough quail or squirrel to 


supply the demand for food. 


By ALICE 


Being a woman and naturally curious, all of this 
made me decide to do a little more research. I found 
that out of 100 cases selected at random from records 
of fishing violations extending from 1935 to 1943, 29 
persons were fined not to exceed $10.00; 39 were re- 
leased, had sentences suspended, cases nol prossed or 
found not guilty. On a like number of hunting viola- 
tions during the same period, 20 were made to pay a 
fine not to exceed $10.00 and 30 were released, had 
sentences suspended, cases nolle prossed or were found 
not guilty. | 

Hoping to find some evidence of improvement inso- 
far as penalties were concerned, I then began a search 
of records, extending from 1944 to 1950. During this 
period, out of 100 random fishing violations, 13 were 
fined not to exceed $10.00 and 19 were released, had 
sentences suspended, cases nolle prossed or were found 
not guilty. There was a faint gleam of hope, however, 
when I discovered that 38 of this 100 were required 
to purchase a license, pay court costs or had their bonds 
estreated. Out of 100 hunting violations, 12 paid $10.00 
or less, 21 fell into the second classification, but 33 
were required to purchase licenses, pay court costs or 
had their bonds estreated. 

This faint encouragement led me to search a little 
more. I found that out of a total of some 400 cases, 
117 paid fines of $10.00 and 114 paid fines of $25.00. 
The next highest group was 48 who paid fines of $15.00 
each. 

That’s not so good, is it? 

For several sessions of the Florida Legislature the 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission and the 
Florida Wildlife Federation have been trying in vain 
to secure the passage of adequate penalty laws for fish 
and game law violations. Since the Constitutional 
Amendment creating the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission leaves with the Legislature the power to 
enact all penalty laws, the people of Florida have no 
other source of relief. 

During my research, I came across the following 


statement in an old report: 
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“For many years the attempt to preserve the game 
animals and birds was resented by the people in gen- 
eral, who held that the supply of food represented by 
the inhabitants of the forest should be free to them 
as to their ancestors, and insisted that any restriction 
on their rights to hunt and kill was in the favoritism 
accorded a favored class. The disappearance of game 
followed, and the practical absence of a healthy supply 
of food from the tables of all who were unable to set 
up private preserves; every State in the Union now 
protects its game, and proofs are afforded that under 
the law the poor man profits more than his rich fellow 
citizen. 

In Florida, fish and shell fish were so plentiful that 
the average man regarded restrictions on their con- 
sumption and destruction as merely a fad. Especially 
did the fishermen who worked for the market resent 
the proposition of regulating their industry; as a result 
they are now finding their most skillful and persistent 
efforts go unrewarded. Since they elected the officers 
who must be charged with the duty of enforcing any 
law that might be enacted, the effort to protect fish 
resulted in making the law contemptible—since they 


had a voice potential in electing the Governor, charges 


of neglect of duty made against officials who refused 
to enforce the law were disregarded. In too many in- 
stances the officials grew tyrannical on finding their 
neglect was approved by public sentiment, and some 
times showed as little regard for the rights of the fish- 
ermen as for those of others.” 

I cannot bring myself to believe that such a condition 
still exists—but somewhere down the line lies the rea- 
son for this light regard for the necessity for adequate 
penalties. 

I like the reference made to our natural resources 
as “The National Bank of Natural Resources.” In all 
cases of bank robbery the penalties are very high. 
Why not provide sufficient penalties for those who 
rob the National Bank of Natural Resources? -—END 
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ALTHOUGH Broward County, deep in south Florida on 
the Atlantic coast, brags about its agricultural pursuits, 
its industry and construction, a recent trip to that 
thriving area convinced me that sports fishing is likely 
the top-rung in the county’s principal sources of 
income. For my money Broward County babies aren’t 
raised on milk-bottles—they are weaned by their 
daddies telling them thrilling stories about 7-foot sail- 
fish, fighting tarpon, beautiful dolphin, and cantank- 
erous amberjacks! 

Never in my life have I visited a community where 
fishing comes as close to being the main topic of con- 
versation as in Broward county—and I visited prac- 
tically every inch of it. Take Fort Lauderdale, the 
county seat, as an example. The hotels there are 
“bulging at the seams” with northerners who have 
escaped from ice and snow to try their luck at sail- 


20 





fishing. The New River inlet, leading out to the blue 
Atlantic and the Gulf Stream, is as snarled with traffic 
as 42nd Street and Broadway —the only difference 
being that the inlet’s traffic consists of hundreds of 
sports fishing vessels varying from swank privately 
owned cruisers with outriggers to 14-foot rowboats 
with kickers. Huge crowds line the paved streets, 
paralleling the inlet, when the “fleet”? moves out to the 
fishing grounds in the morning. The same jostling 
crowd is there again at night when the boats return in 
the evening—each displaying their record catches of 
the day. Throughout the night, if you remain, you can 
listen to hair-raising stories about the terrific fights 
that occurred the previous day with the “ones that 
didn’t get away.” 

Both day and night, George H. Crowley, director of 
Fort Lauderdale’s twenty-second annual fishing fes- 
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Dr. John Swan, Indianapolis, Ind., poses with a “miniature” sailfish 
he landed recently during the Fort Lauderdale Festival. The speci- 
men weighed but 612 pounds. 


tival, is twice as busy as the proverbial bee. He regis- 


ters and measures the fish entered for prizes in the 
contest; on behalf of the City, he issues attractive 
cigarette lighters to all sailfishermen who released 
their catches alive and presents the proud sportsmen 
with highly embellished certificates attesting to their 
good sportsmanship. 

The Fort Lauderdale fishing festival, which opened 
last Dec. 24 and closes April 27, is a catch-as-catch-can 
affair open to public competition. There is no entry fee. 
Valuable prizes will be awarded for the biggest Tar- 
pon, Tuna, Kingfish, Dolphin, Barracuda, Amberjack, 
BonVito, as well as many other species including—of 
all things—fresh water black bass! As you no doubt 
know, fresh waters in Broward County are few and 
far between. As a result, entries in the bass contest 
are accepted from nearby canals as well as from Lake 
Okeechobee, which is approximately 70 miles distant 
from Fort Lauderdale. Special official weighing sta- 
tions have been established around America’s second 
largest fresh water lake. 

Yes, despite the fact that I’m a fresh water fishing 
addict, I tried my hand at salt water fishing while in 
Fort Lauderdale. I was fortunate enough to receive an 
invitation from John D. Ritchey, of Fort Lauderdale, 
to take a whirl] at sailfishing aboard his palatial cruiser 
Simoki 11. Others in the party included D. Arnold 
Phillips, Fort Lauderdale real estate broker, Raymond 
F’. Gier, tomato and bean grower, Robert Davis, hot- 
rod driver, aviator, and corn and soy bean grower, of 
Fort Lauderdale and Springfield, Il, and Tony 
Stevens, FLORIDA WILDLIFE photographer. AIl- 
though we failed to connect with a sailfish during the 
day-long cruise, this writer experienced the thrill of 
beating an Allison Tuna and a Bonito. Catching those 
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Veteran angler J. W. Birdwell, of Fort Lauderdale, landed the 

largest tarpon of his career last December 26. Landed at the Fort 

Lauderdale jetties which fishing from a 14-foot skiff, the tarpon 
leads in the current Fishing Festival. 











fish was a thrill I was compelled to 
admit was “almost as exciting as 
landing a fresh water black bass.” 

During our cruise to the fishing 
grounds I witnessed a sight that has 
attracted the interest of thousands 
of winter visitors as well as hun- 
dreds of natives of Broward county. 
It consisted of “Pop” Cass, aged 
fisherman aboard a 12-foot rowboat, 
sitting in the stern with a comical 
pelican. I learned that the pelican 
accompanies Cass each day on his 
fishing trips—meeting him each 
morning when he leaves the pier 
and leaving him each evening when 
the fishing trip is ended. 


In the beautiful city of Holly- 
wood, Fred Watson is directing the 
106-day fifth annual Hollywood 
Fishing Tournament. The tourna- 
ment is sponsored by the Hollywood 
Yacht Commission. Exquisite prizes 
are offered in the tourney that is 
open to all persons residing or visit- 
ing in Hollywood, Hallandale, Davie 
and Golden Beach. Florida’s famous 
black bass comes in for its share of 
honors in the tournament too! As a 
result, Hollywood resident sports- 
men, who own their own craft or 
wish to fish Lake Okeechobee, the 
Ten Thousand Island area or else- 
where, are eligible to enter their 
catches according to the rules. 
Johnson’s Fishing Camp and Slim’s 
Fishing Camp have been designated 
as official weighing stations in the 
Lake Okeechobee area. 


Sports fishermen are equally im- 
portant at Pompano Beach, a beau- 
tiful city located exactly midway 
between Palm Beach and Miami. 
The charming city has a four-mile 
beach front on the Atlantic Ocean 
with the famous Hillsboro Inlet and 
Lighthouse on the northern end of 
the corporate limits. 


Local historians tell us _ that 
pioneers first settled in this area in 
1896. The town originally was 
known as New Dresden but during 
the construction of the Florida East 
Coast Railroad it gained fame for 
its delectable Pompano fish caught 
off the shores. Eventually the area 
became popular with the visiting 
gentry and the name later was 
changed to Pompano in 1910. The 
two towns, Pompano and Pompano 
Beach merged in 1947 under a 
city manager-commission form of 
government. 


The city boasts that its charter 
boat docks on Hillsboro Inlet are 
but five minutes from the Gulf 
Stream. It is interesting to learn 
that one of the very largest vege- 
table markets in the United States 
is located at Pompano. 

Shipping is extremely valuable to 
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Commission Elects 
Cecil M. Webb to 
Board Chairmanship 


Cecil M. Webb, First District commis- 
sioner, of Tampa, was elected State Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission chair- 
man at a special meeting of the five-man 
board held at Williston January 12. He 
succeeds Chairman L. G. Morris, of Monti- 
cello, whose term as commissioner of the 
Third District expired January 6. A. F. Rich, 
of Tallahassee, was appointed Third District 
commissioner on Jan. 7. 


Commissioner Webb previously served as 
commission chairman from Jan. 23, 1950, 
until April 13, 1951. 

Appointed by former Governor Millard 
Caldwell, Mr. Webb has been a member of 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission since April 27, 1948. 





Broward county and Port Ever- 
glades, adjacent to Fort Lauderdale, 
offers port and dock facilities for 
large ocean-going vessels. The ex- 
tremely busy port is dredged to 
clear 35 feet. 


One of the first Seminole Indian 
reservations to be established is 
located within the county and ar- 
cheologists have uncovered many 
fine ruins of extinct Indian tribes in 
this section. 


Broward County originally was 
Indian territory and Major William 
Lauderdale established a fort at 
what is now known as Fort Laud- 
erdale. Incidentally, Hallandale, 
founded in 1898, is one of the oldest 


2-Day Field Trial 
Is Scheduled 


MOORE HAVEN — A two-day field trial 
for bird dogs will be run here February 9th 
and 10th. The important event will be 
sponsored by the Everglades Field Trial 
Association. 

Robert E. Carda, secretary of the Asso- 
ciation announced the running off of the 
following stakes: Amateur All Age, $10 
entry fee; Amateur Derby, $7.50 entry fee; 
Member Shooting Dog Stake, $5 entry fee; 
and Amateur Puppy Stake, $3 entry fee. 

Suitable prizes, trophies, and certificates 
will be awarded in all events, the officials 
said. 


communities on Florida’s lower East 
Coast. 


New River, at Fort Lauderdale, a 
legendary body of water bisecting 
the city’s downtown section, is an- 
other of Broward County’s points of 
interest that attracts the attention 


and study of thousands of visitors 


and natives too each year. Known 
as the “mystery river,’ according to 
Indian legend it appeared overnight 
out of solid ground. It is interesting 
to learn that, for its length (nine 
miles) and breadth, it once was 
recognized as being the deepest river 
in the world. Oldtimers tell me that 
its depth once exceeded 90 feet. 
However, an influx of silt from the 
Everglades section has ruined the 
river’s record-breaking proportions. 
Today, the ‘mystery river’ has 
places that are barely seven feet 
deep. 

While this story is being written, 
thousands of northern motorists are 
squeezing into Broward County to 
get a taste of sportsfishing and the 
thrill of hooking into a famous sail- 
fish. Cash registers are playing a 
musical chorus — merchants are 
happy—hotels and motels are enter- 
taining a record winter crowd and 
Broward County has all the aspects 
and excitement of the gold rush 
days of 1849. Who says that sports 
fishing doesn’t pay off — especially 
in Broward County where outstand- 
ing residents made their natural 
resources pay off—and good! 

Thar’s gold in them thar sailfish. 

—END 

More than half of Florida’s conservation 
dollar is spent on law enforcement to pro- 
tect the State’s game and fish resources. 

Parental instinct is so strong in the quail 
family, that either the male or the female 
will assume full responsibility for hatching 
the eggs or caring for the youngsters if one 
or the other is killed. 
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1952 Wildlife Week 
Designed As Savior 
Of Famous Key Deer 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — National Wild- 
life Week, sponsored annually by the 
National Wildlife Federation, will be dedi- 
cated this year to helping one of America’s 
most interesting wild animals — the diminu- 
tive Key deer —in its last-ditch fight for 
survival. 


The Week will be observed March 16-22, 
and its chairman will be Ed Dodd, nation- 
ally-known cartoonist, conservationist and 
outdoor enthusiast. 


Carl D. Shoemaker, conservation director 
of the Federation, said the nearly-extinct 
Key deer will be used as a symbol of 
America’s dwindling natural resources which 
may yet be saved or restored. 


According to federal wildlife authorities, 
only about 30 of these unique little animals, 
smallest race of whitetail deer, remain alive. 
Menaced by poachers, predators and forest 
fires, they cling to a precarious existence 
on the Keys off the coast of Florida. During 
the last year several have been killed by 
speeding automobiles along the overseas 
highway to Key West. 


As part of the observance of National 
Wildlife Week, the Federation has created 


OUR BOAT'S RIGHT AT) 
OUR BACK YARD) 


Yes, Skipper! The Mate’s Right! 


You can dock your yacht at your private pier in a 
deep waterway at the rear of your new home in 
Lauderdale Harbors. And there’s an unobstructed 
channel to the ocean and the Gulf Stream with 


Florida’s finest fishing. 


a special fund which will be used first to 
keep a special protection officer on the job 
in the Key deer area. This will supplement 
an effort already started by other organiza- 
tions in cooperation with the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 


Next the Federation will help improve 
the island habitat of the deer, through such 
measures as constructing water holes for 
the animals and protective fences along 
highways. The Federation is supporting 
legislation in Congress to establish a federal 
sanctuary in the area. 


Because of the centuries-long adjustment 
to its own island background, the surviving 
herd cannot be transplanted to other regions 
where they might be better protected. For 
this reason, Shoemaker said, the Federation 
is attempting to provide the protection for 
the deer on their home grounds. 

Little more than knee-high, the elusive 
Key deer weighs no more than 30 to 35 
pounds when full-grown. Their fawns are 
about the size of rabbits. 

National Wildlife Week has been an 
annual observance since 1938, sponsored by 
the non-profit Federation as a means of 
calling public attention to the broad and 
pressing problems of natural resource man- 
agement. The 1952 celebration will mark 
the beginning of a new series in which each 
year a particular kind of wildlife — some 
species considered in critical or precarious 





scaped lots. 





condition — will be given special attention. 

The Week will be marked by proclama- 
tions by state and local government offi- 
cials, speaking programs throughout the 
country, window displays, advertising cam- 
paigns and other media. 

The National Wildlife Federation was 
organized in 1936 and now has active af- 
filiates in 42 states. It represents more than 
4,000,000 sportsmen and _ conservationists, 
not only in state-by-state activities, but in 
Congressional interests as well. 

Ed Dodd, creator of the “Mark Trail” 
comic strip, is widely known as a con- 
servationist and outdoor leader. In addition 
he is an ardent hunter and fisherman. He 
was associated with Dan Beard for 16 years 
and was with the noted youth leader at his 
summer camp in Northeast Pennsylvania 
(Hawley). He is a member of the Campfire 
Club of New York, an organization of men 
who have shot or sketched big game. The 
club was founded by Dan Beard, Theodore 
Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot. 

He has received citations from the U. S. 
Forest Service and Sigma Delta Chi, 
journalism fraternity, for contributions to 
education and conservation. 


Except for vultures and parrots, wild 
geese live longer than any other birds. Au- 
thentic records give them as much as 70 
years. 


Boatmen will appreciate the expert construction 
of Lauderdale Harbors homes. 3 bedrooms, 2 tile 
baths, big living room with fireplace, sunny Florida 
Room overlooking the waterway, terrazzo floors 
and loads of closet space. 70-foot-wide land-— 


$16,000 to $19,000 


Write today for new color map of Fort Lauderdale. 


LAUDERDALE HARBORS 


Developed By Gill Construction Co. 1135. E. 2nd Street 





FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 


Closest harbor to the beautiful Bahama cruising and fishing grounds. 
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John F. Dequine, Federal Fisheries Coordinator for the Florida Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, analyses the water in Snead’s 
Smokehouse, a body of water in Jefferson County. Meanwhile, the Commission’s equipment is prepared for use it 
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eration... 


This “fisherman” used a boat oar in an effort to catch 


This poison trail turns milky white after the propellers of the outboard motors the first suffocating garfish that headed toward shore. 


start churning up the water. 
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A biologist starts pouring poison into the rough-fish infested waters. 


Rough-Fish 


By TONY STEVENS 


Wildlife Officer Harry Chapin, left, and Carl Joiner, 
display two gars, weighing 28 and 29 pounds respec- 
tively. The fish were captured within a few minutes 
after the water was poisoned. 
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A total of 32,107 pounds of rough fish was removed from the water at the 
end of “Operation . . . Rough Fish.” A week later the water was restocked 
with 8,000 bream to insure excellent fishing in the future. 

















WYLDEWOOD BIRD FARM 
1000 N. Federal Highway 
DANIA, FLORIDA 
IMPORTERS — EXHIBITORS — BREEDERS 
UNUSUAL AND EXOTIC BIRDS 
Cages — Feed — Seed -- Supplies 


Jimmy’s Fishing Camp 
McIntosh, Florida 


ON FAMOUS ORANGE LAKE 


Boats, Motors, Guides, Bait, License, 
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MIAMI RARE BIRD FARM 
Box 100, Kendall, Florida 


HUNDREDS OF BIRDS, MONKEYS AND 
ANIMALS ON EXHIBITION 
AND FOR SALE 


THE REEF RESTAURANT 
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COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


at 27 mile *ridge—Overses Highway 


FOR FINEST OP SALT WATER ANGLING 
MARATHON, FLORIDA 
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43,000 Acres Private Hunting and Fishing 
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Modern Housekeeping Cottages—Rooms and 
Baths 
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DESSIE O. SMITH 
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New Commissioner 
Appointed to Post 
in Fourth District 


On December 14, 1951, Gov. Fuller War- 
ren appointed E. Harris Drew, West Palm 
Beach attorney, as State Game & Fresh 
Water Fish Commission commissioner in the 
Fourth District. The post had been unfilled 
since Nov. 6, 1950, when Judge D. C. Jones 
of Naples resigned to become a member of 
the legislature. 


Commissioner Drew is one of the out- 
standing sportsmen and conservationists in 
south Florida. His appointment runs until 
the next Senate session in 1953. 


The new Commissioner is 48, a native of 
Georgia and has lived in West Palm Beach 
for 38 years. He received his law degree at 
Stetson University in 1923; is a Mason and 
former president of the Stetson Alumni As- 
sociation, the Palm Beach Bar Association, 
and the Florida Bar Association. He headed 
the Palm Beach County League of Munici- 
palities in 1948-49-50. 


Commissioner Drew has been the author 
of numerous Bar Journal articles and is a 
member of the Resources Development 
Board of Palm Beach County. He also is 
attorney for the Everglades Drainage Dis- 
trict and secretary of the Board of Pilots 
Committee for the Port of Palm Beach. 

His hobbies are fishing, hunting, boating 
and cabinet making. 


The grey or cat squirrel and the fox 
squirrel are common in most sections of 
Florida. 





““Nobody insulted black bass. | merely 
said a 1000-pound marlin is apt to give a 
man as much fight as any fish.” 


GREEN TAVERN 
Located on U S #19 — 1 mile south 
CRYSTAL RIVER, FLA. 

ONE OF THE FINEST EATING PLACES 


In the heart of Good Fishing 
and Hunting Section 











ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
Offers Fine 
DUCK HUNTING 


“YOUR COMPLETE 
SHOPPING CENTER” 
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BEST FISHING SPOT ON EAST COAST! 


Come to 


SARASOTA 


Sportsman’s Paradise 
The Year ‘Round City 
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FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 
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MONKEYS MAKE FINE PETS 
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for sale. 


TROPICAL HOBBYLAND 
1525-B NW 27th Ave. MIAMI, FLA. 





“Satisfying Customers for 22 Years” 


GUNS REPAIRED 
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Gov. Fuller Warren 
Dedicates Full Week 
To Conservationists 


Governor Fuller Warren has proclaimed 
the week of March 16-22 as “Wildlife Con- 
servation Week” in Florida. 


The week was chosen to coincide with 
National Wildlife Week, which will be 
dedicated throughout the nation this year 
to preservation of the unique and diminu- 
tive Key deer of Florida, and the Florida 
Sportsman’s Exposition at Eustis. 


A special feature of the national observ- 
ance is the establishment of a Key deer 
fund. Contributions to the special fund will 
be used to provide protection for the Key 
deer, and to improve their natural island 
habitat. 

Contributions may be mailed to the Key 
Deer Fund, National Wildlife Federation, 
Washington 10, D. C. 

Plans are also being made in Florida to 
hold a special statewide program designed 
to focus national attention on the plight of 
the toy deer, which are rapidly nearing 
extinction, it was stated. 

Protection of the deer is a joint effort 
being undertaken by the Florida Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission, the Florida 
Wildlife Federation, the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Wildlife Management 
Institute, the National Wildlife Federation, 
the Boone and Crockett Club and other 
conservation organizations. 

Efforts to support legislation in the U. S. 
Congress to establish a federal sanctuary 
for the Key Deer are still being made. 


Unlike most fish, the mackerel has no 
air bladder to give him buoyancy. Nature 
has equipped him with strong muscles along 
his spinal column so he can tuck his fins in 
close to his body so as to swim with a min- 
imum of effort. 
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“Well, what we had in mind was a boat 
that’s a little more water-tight.”’ 





Records Reveal That 
Eglin Had Best Deer 
Season In Its History 


A total of 1,843 deer were killed by 
sportsmen on the Eglin Field Air Force 
Reservation during the recent deer hunting 
season, it was reported recently by Edwin 
L. Tyson, wildlife biologist of the North- 
west Florida Division of the Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission. 

Tyson said this was eight per cent more 
than last year’s kill of 1,782 deer. He added 
that 6,576 sportsmen throughout the State 
were issued permits to hunt on the Military 
Base this year as compared to the 1950-51 
total of 5,330 hunters. 

Walker Spence, forest supervisor at the 
Reservation, announced that the _ illegal 
deer kill for this year was 43 per cent less 
than last season. He also said that the 
number of other violations was at a record 
low and that few accidents were recorded 
during the 1951-52 season for Florida’s 
white-tailed deer on the Air Force hunting 
areas. 





Florida has the opportunity of becoming 
the wild turkey headquarters of the world 
because of its bigger and potentially better 
turkey-raising range than any other state. 


VISIT 
FORT PIERCE 
FOR FINE 
FISHING AND HUNTING 


SUNRISE 
TRACTOR CO. 


311-25 S. 4th St. Phone 190 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 








Florida Live Bait Co. 


P. O. BOX 634 
MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA 





GENUINE MISSOURI MINNOWS 
(Wholesale Only) 
DAY OR NIGHT DELIVERY 


Route 441 Between Mount Dora 
and Tavares 


PHONE: TAVARES 106 RED 





27 








| 


ere sii 
— 





LOWDOWN on BALANGE 


by JOHN F. DEQUINE 


Chief Fisheries Biologist, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 


REPRINTED BY POPULAR REQUEST FROM MAY, 1950, FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


HE term “balance” is often used by 
sportsmen and fishery technicians 
alike when referring to the fish 

population of a body of water. Biologists 
have been using the term for some time to 
designate the condition of a lake or pond, 
and recently a number of sportsmen have 
started using the phrase “out of balance” as 
an alibi for poor fishing. When questioned 
on what he means by “out of balance,” the 
sportsman usually says, “too many bass, too 
many bream, too many this, too many that.” 
Essentially he is right. However, the com- 
plex problem of balance needs a little fur- 
ther explanation than just too many or too 
few of one group of fish. 


In the ordinary sense, balance implies the 
leveling out of two or more substances, ma- 
terials or other subjects so that they become 
more or less equal in weight, ratio, or pro- 
portion. So it is with a fish population. Here 
balance simply means the proper proportions 
of the desired species which will result in 
satisfactory fishing. Actually it means that 
two groups of fish are balanced, one against 
the other, in such proportions as to sustain 
a desirable condition of growth, reproduction 
and perpetuation of the species involved. 
The two groups of fishes concerned are sepa- 
rated on the basis of their food habits — the 
carnivores or fish-eating fishes on one side, 
and those fish whose major diet is largely in- 
sects and other items on the other side. This 
latter group, for terms of convenience, is 
most often referred to as the forage fish, since 
the carnivorous species feed principally on it. 

As this matter of balance implies separa- 
tion of the aquatic animals on the basis of 
their food habits, it is necessary for us to 
understand the basic principles and concepts 
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of the food chain or cycle, and the inter- 
relationships of the various feeding groups 
which occur in our waters. Most sportmen 
and fishermen today are familiar with the con- 
cept comparing our waters to pastures, real- 
izing that a limited amount (in weight) of 
fish can be produced in one acre of water. 
They also know that this “carrying capacity,” 
can be increased by improvement and man- 
agement of the aquatic pasture in much the 
same way that a natural pasture can be made 
to support a larger volume or weight of cattle 
by improvement and management. However, 
not all of us understand just exactly how this 
carrying capacity is arrived at, or what goes 
to make it up. A complete understanding of 
this is necessary before we can properly 
define the word “balance” as it applies to 
our fish. 


The fertility or sterility of our land pastures 
depends on the total amounts of those basic 
chemical plant foods which are necessary to 
grow a good crop of grass. As you know, 
these plants, with a plentiful supply of basic 
chemicals, sunlight, and water, grow and 
flourish and continue to produce food in 
abundance. These same principles apply to a 
lake, where it has plenty of basic plant food. 
Countless numbers of tiny plants obtain sus- 
tenance from the various compounds of nitro- 
gen, phosphorous, potash, carbon, oxygen, 
and other chemicals in solution, and trans- 
form them into growth. These minute plants 
are the basic “grass” of the aquatic pasture 
and upon their volume depend all of the 
other water inhabitants, either directly or 
indirectly. The algae and pond scums com- 
monly seen in warm weather are examples 
of these plants, but the majority of them 
cannot be readily seen with the naked eye. 


Also present, but very difficult to see with 
the eye are numbers of tiny animals such as 
waterfleas, fairy shrimp, scuds and a number 
of other tiny fellows called Copepods. These 
and many similar forms feed directly upon 
the plants and upon each other. 


LL of these microscopic plants and 
pan animals are grouped together and des- 
ignated by the name “plankton.” This plank- 
ton, for the most part, is free-floating or 
suspended in the waters and cannot migrate 
under its own power. Some forms move up 
and down at various times of the day and 
for short distances laterally, but they are 
principally at the mercy of the currents. 
Plankton produces a bloom or discoloration 
of the waters under ideal condition at cer- 
tain seasons of the year, and heavy growths 
may result in colors varying from a dull yel- 
low to green, brown, or even red. The in- 
famous “red tide” which occurred on the 
west coast of Florida several years ago, and 
the recent discoloration of Lake Apopka 
were produced by the presence of countless 
millions of plankton organisms. Our hatchery 
ponds and other heavily fertilized waters also 
become discolored and cloudy, due to the 
heavy growth of plankton organisms pro- 
duced by the intentionally added plant foods. 
Lake George, Lake Okeechobee and others 
of our large natural waters also produce 
plankton blooms at different times and sea- 
sons of the year. This plankton group is the 
one designated in Group II in Figure 1, ac- 
companying this article. In the pyramid de- 
picted by this sketch, the volume of plankton 
is less than, but directly dependent upon, the 
volume of the available chemical plant foods. 

Group III in the pyramid, designated for 
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FIGURE 1. 


brevity as “Insects, etc.” consists principally 
of aquatic insects, their larvae and pupae, 
snails, worms and the newly hatched fry of 
all fish. Among the insect forms familiar to 
all Florida anglers are the mosquito wiggler, 
the larva or “maggot” of the blind mosquito, 
the dragonfly or snake doctor, and the may- 
fly, as well as many insects like the diving 
beetle and the water boatman which spend 
all of their life in or on the water. The 
snails, fresh-water clams and mussels, aquatic 
worms and several other forms also depend 
largely upon this plankton group for their 
major diet and are included with these in- 
sects. Newly hatched bass and bream feed 
almost exclusively on the various types of the 
water fleas, as do the fry of almost every 
other species of our fresh-water fish. As all 
of Group III are relatively small in size, it 
follows that a small-sized food is necessary 
for their existence. Plankton fills the bill. 


FEW of our fish, like the gizzard shad, 
A are equipped with a special straining 
apparatus located in the throat which en- 
ables them to feed almost entirely on these 
plankton forms. To give you a rough idea 
of the volume of plankton organisms pres- 
ent under managed conditions, there have 
been cases where over 1,000 pounds of giz- 
zard shad were produced in a _ one-acre 
fertilized pond. Imagine the tremendous 
amounts of these tiny organisms which had 
to be present to feed 1,000 pounds of shad! 


Group IV, the forage fishes, is one with 
which all of us are more familiar. This group 
feeds principally upon those foods repre- 
sented in Group III. It includes the finger- 
lings of all of our game fish and most rough 
fish and the adults of all except those which 
are mentioned in Group V. Fingerling bass, 
crappie and bream included in Group III 
feed principally upon the aquatic insects, 
as do young gar, suckers and catfish. The 
bream, suckers, catfish and all sizes of min- 
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each is dependent directly upon the other. 


nows continue to feed largely upon the in- 
sects and similar forms throughout their life 
cycle, although some, like the channel cat- 
fish, gradually convert to a principally fish 
diet when they grow to be large individuals. 
Most of our catfish, however, consist of the 
smaller ones whose ‘chief food is insects. 


In Group V, the “fish-eating” fishes, we 
have reached the apex of our pyramid or the 
end point in our fish food chain. It includes 
those fish which eventually depend upon 
other fish for food, and in Florida fresh- 
waters includes the bass, crappie (speckled 
perch), the gar fishes, the mudfish (bowfin), 
and the pickerel and pikes. All of these 
species convert to an almost wholly fish diet 
toward the end of their first year of life. As 
illustrated in the sketch, this is also the 
smallest of all of the groups in weight and is 
again dependent upon that group below for 
its sustenance. 


I hope I have been able to point out that 
the aquatic food chain is set up somewhat 
like the pyramid, with the various groups 
separated according to their major food 
habits, the volume of each group dependent 
upon, but less than, the group below it. We 
know definitely that we can increase all of 
the upper groups by merely increasing the 
bottom one, the basic plant foods. This 
method of increasing the fish supply is prac- 
ticed everyday by thousands of pond: owners 
in the Southeast when they add fertilizer to 
produce more fish in their ponds. Even 
though a pond owner may have no use for 
bream or no desire to catch bream, he still 
must produce the bream or fish with similar 
food habits in order to arrive at his goal of a 
good healthy bass population. Merely adding 
bass by restocking does not produce better 
bass fishing or make ponds support more 
bass, but merely increases the competition 
between the individual bass for the same 
amount of the forage fishes, thereby limiting 
the growth of the bass already there. 
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The fish food pyramid, illustrating the grouping of various aquatic forms found in Florida lakes. This clearly shows how 


Notice that the gizzard shad is included 
both in the third and fourth groups. This is 
because it is impossible to isolate the gizzard 
shad in either one of the groups. It derives 
its major food supply from the plankton, but 
in turn supplies a major portion of the food 
of the carnivorous fishes in some of our 
waters. Therefore, it has been necessary to 
include it in both groups. As mentioned 
above, a certain number of the large catfish 
turn fish-eaters and almost all catfish feed 
upon other fishes at certain times of the year. 
For instance, they do this in Doctor’s Lake 
when the run of the shadine minnows is on. 
However, month-in and month-out the bulk - 
of our catfish depend upon aquatic insects 
for their major food supply, and for this 
reason they are included in the forage group. 


G<é LL very interesting,” you may say, 
: “but I thought we were going to 


talk about balance.” We are talking about 
balance. The term balance, as we use it, 
simply refers to the ratio of one group to the 
group below it. In discussing balance as ap- 
plied to our fish populations, we will have to 
restrict ourselves to the top two groups in the 
pyramid. Balance then refers to the weight or 
volume of carnivorous fishes on one hand as 
against the weight or volume of the forage 
fishes on the other hand. In a pond in which 
the only fish present are bass and bluegills, 
the balance refers to the pounds of bass pres- 
ent in relation to the pounds of bream. In 
our natural lakes it means the ratio of the 
pounds of bass, gar, crappie, mudfish and 
pike to the pounds of bluegill, shellcracker, 
suckers, young catfish, shad and minnows. 


What then is a proper balance? Extensive 
experiments and tests have been made here 
in the southeastern United States to deter- 
mine just what this proper balance or ratio 
must be in order to produce good fishing. 
These experiments have been so conducted 
as to make the measured catch of the fisher- 
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men the most important factor in determin- 
ing the answers. Hundreds of demonstrations 
in experimental waters have been made with 
accurate records kept on the numbers and 
weights of all fish caught by anglers. A num- 
ber of these waters were drained at the end 
of one year, two years, or five vears, while 
some of them are still producing good fishing 
where a proper balance had been estab- 
lished. Results of these studies have shown 
that in order to have a balanced, self-sustain- 
ing fish population which will continue to 
provide good fishing over a number of years, 
it is necessary to maintain an approximate 
ratio of one pound of bass to between 3 and 
9 pounds of bream. In this combination it 
appears there is first a sufficient volume (or 
weight) of the carnivorous bass to keep the 
forage bream thinned out to a point where 
they do not become so numerous as to se- 
verely compete with one another or with 
young bass for the available insects. The 
second major requirement is a sufficient vol- 
ume of healthy, fast growing bream to supply 
continuous spawns of young fish to properly 
feed the bass. In a balanced lake both bass 
and bream are able to reproduce successfully 
in sufficient volume to replace those adults 
removed by fishing, predation, or old age. 


ND what connection has this discussion 
va to do with good fishing? As pointed 
out above, these determinations were judged, 
not principally by fish which could be seen 
from the bank or might be present when the 
pond was drained, but upon the actual num- 
bers and weights of fish caught by sport fish- 
ermen. These balanced populations have pro- 
duced excellent recreational fishing year after 
year without the necessity of restocking, 
draining, poisoning, or other drastic meas- 
ures, without closed seasons and size limits. 
Best all-round fishing has been found to occur 
when the ratio is about one pound of bass to 
four to six pounds of bream. Newly created 
lakes tend to start out with a small propor- 
tion of forage fishes, say a ration of about 
one to three, while older lakes tend toward 
a ratio of about one to seven. 


Heavy fishing by hook and line for one 
group seems to temporarily tip the balance 
scales slightly in favor of the other group. 
However, this has been found to be a short- 
lived condition which soon rights itself, 
usually a matter of only a few months. Fish- 
ing for bass only, for example, has been 
shown to cut into a population and change 
its ratio from, say, one to five to 0.7 to five. 
When this occurred the bass had a more 
abundant supply of food than formerly and 
their growth rate jumped and spurted ahead 
until the total weight of bass again ap- 
proached the original one to five ratio which 
was the balanced carrying capacity of the 
pond. During the time that the ratio was cut 
back, the bass had as much or more food 
than they could use, they apparently were 
not interested in sampling the fisherman’s 
lure or his hook-filled bait, and fishing be- 
came poor until the carrying capacity was 
again approached. It has been found impos- 
sible to cut down either a bream or a bass 
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population by hook and line fishing to the 
point where it could not revive itself in a 
matter of a few months. This removal of sur- 
plus aduits by fishing creates a temporary 
void which is shortly filled by increased 
growth of the remaining fish. If the adult 
fish were not removed, the younger fish 
would have to wait until old age or preda- 
tion eliminated the older ones before grow- 
ing up to take their place. To achieve a vig- 
orous, fast-growing fish crop, it has been 
found preferable to harvest surplus adults, 
thereby making room for the lower ranks to 
move up and in turn be harvested them- 
selves. Some lakes having balanced popula- 
tions have been producing almost identical 
annual poundages of fish for as much as 15 
years, wherein the only interference by mau 
consisted of harvesting the adults by fishing. 


Bass and bream have been used to illus- 
trate the ratios between carnivorous and 
forage species. These ratios also apply when 
other species with similar food habits were 
substituted for either bass or bream. For in- 
stance, a number of ponds having both bass 
and crappies as the carnivorous species main- 
tain a ratio of approximately 1 to 5 with the 
bass and crappie together making up the 
one. Similarly, poundages of catfish, suckers, 
or shiners are substituted in place of bream. 
However, it is usually more difficult to pro- 
duce continuous good fishing with a large 
variety of species in small bodies of water. 
In most of the large lakes studied in Florida 
so far, balanced conditions have been found 
between the carnivorous and forage fishes. 
The same ratios seem to apply in most of our 
waters no matter what species are involved. 


FIGURE 2. 


Our Lake George studies, for instance, show 
a ratio of one pound of carnivorous fish 
to five pounds of forage fish, indicating a 
healthy balance, the crappie being the most 
abundant carnivore while the catfish was the 
most plentiful forage species. Lake Apopka 
had a ratio of about one pound of carnivor- 
ous fish (principally gar) to three pounds of 
forage fish (most bream), and a series of 
lakes in Marion County showed an average 
of about one to three. Most of the lakes 
studied tend to show a balance approxi- 
mating those of new lakes, as indeed our 
Florida lakes are new, geologically speaking. 


OWEVER, not all of our natural waters 

have been found to be in balance. 

Lake Hollingsworth near Lakeland, for ex- 
ample, showed a ratio of one pound of 
carnivorous species (bass, crappie and gar) 
to almost 100 pounds of forage species, most 
of which were gizzard shad. The few bass 
present were big, averaging over five pounds 
each, but there was no evidence of reproduc- 
tion of bass in that lake for several years, 
apparently due to the heavy demand by the 
gizzard shad upon the plankton, insects and 
other foods. The severe competition among 
the shad had evidently made them readjust 
their food habits and use foods properly be- 
longing to other species. Whether they pre- 
vented successful reproduction by actually 
destroying the bass eggs or bass fry is a mat- 
ter of conjecture. However, it was quite evi- 
dent that the pressure caused by this huge 
shad population upon the available food sup- 
ply had prevented successful reproduction by 
bass. In this case the shad had also crowded 
out the bluegills, only a very few of them 


Length distribution of 1484 bass from Lake County lakes. A distribution like 


this indicates a vigorous healthy bass population and waters that are in balance. 
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showing up in the studies. This, of course, 
is a most extreme example of the extent to 
which an out-of-balanced body of water can 
go. We are anxiously awaiting a chance to 
check Lake Hollingsworth this spring to see 
if the relief brought about by removal of 
almost 50 pounds of gizzard shad per acre 
has been sufficient to allow the bass and 
bream to spawn and reproduce successfully. 


Lake Howard near Winter Haven was an- 
other example where pressure from a huge 
gizzard shad population, with possibly a few 
catfish thrown in, had prevented successful 
reproduction by bass. Seining operations sev- 
eral years ago showed heavy populations of 
gizzard shad and many thousands of pounds 
of these fish were removed. The bass found 
were mostly large ones, in good condition, 
but young bass stocked from the hatchery 
had been unable to grow up, and no success- 
ful reproduction had taken place. However, 
the spring following the removal of the giz- 
zard shad, young bass were found in abun- 
dance all over the lake, Local sportsmen in 
Winter Haven, as well as the biologists who 
were familiar with the project, are convinced 
that the removal of the gizzard shad was re- 
sponsible for the successful reproduction the 
following year. Incidentally, within two years 
after this cleanup work, a number of near- 
record bass were caught from Lake Howard. 


On the other extreme, a 25-acre lake 
called Blue Pond in Washington County 
near Chipley, was found to be so top-heavy 
with bass and crappie it had to be com- 
pletely poisoned and restocked. A ratio of 
approximately one to one and a half was 
found between the bass, crappie and pike 
and the bluegill, shellcracker, suckers and 
catfish. One-year-old bass averaged seven 
inches in length and weighed about five 
ounces. The two-year-old bass averaged 11 
inches and weighed 10 to 12 ounces. Florida 
bass under normal uncrowded conditions 
measure 12 inches and weight 12 to 14 
ounces after one year and after two years are 
15 or 16 inches long and in the 2-3-pound 
class. Almost 450 bass less than 12.5 inches 
long were recovered; four in the 2-to-3- 
pound size and five from 4-to-8-pounds. The 
few crappie were also very stunted. 


As you can imagine, fishing was almost 
non-existent in Blue Pond. It will be re- 
stocked again in the proper proportions of 
bass and bream, and within a year’s time 
will be producing good fishing. 


N acquaintance of mine who is bitterly 
A opposed to the removal of the 12- 
inch length limit on bass told me recently 
of a lake he had fished, in which all the bass 
caught were less than 12 inches long. His 
objection to the removal of the size limit is 
so sincere that the refuses to keep any bass 
less than 12 inches. As a result, he threw 
back all the bass he caught out of this lake. 
For some reason it has not yet occurred to 
him that removing the smaller bass from 
what is obviously an overcrowded condition 
would result in increasing the growth of the 
remaining bass. 

Several years ago a good-sized lake near 
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Winter Haven contained a number of easily 
caught bass, none of which measured the 
12 inches required by the law at that time. 
Sportsmen complained, and it was readily 
apparent to the biologist who analyzed the 
lake that the trouble was — too many bass! 
In cooperation with the local sportsman’s 
club, an experiment was conducted wherein 
the size limit was removed and hundreds of 
10-inch bass were taken by fishing. Although 
this condition had persisted for several years 
previously, it was only a matter of about one 
year before two, three and four-pound bass 
were being caught. You would have a hard 
time convincing those local sportsmen that 
a size limit was helping their bass fishing. 


OME of these examples also illustrate that 
S in order to achieve proper balance, the 
fish making up the two groups must be of 
all sizes — from small to large. Even though 
the weight ratio was correct in a lake sup- 
porting 100 pounds of bass and 400 pounds 
of bream per acre, the lake would not be in 
balance unless the bass supply included 
some small, some medium-sized and some 
large individuals. The largest numbers of 
bass would be small, but the greatest weight 
would be composed of fish large enough to 
use as food. Similarly, the numbers of small 
bream must be greater than the numbers of 
large bream, but the total weight of the large 
individuals must be at least three times as 
much as the total weight of the small bream. 
An example of this was demonstrated in an- 
other natural pond in Pasco County, which 
produced 56 pounds of bass and 370 pounds 
of bream, a proper weight ratio of about 1:7. 
The joker was that fish too small to be used 
(1,609 by count)* made up 60% of the 
bass weight while only 34 individuals were 
large enough to be taken by a fisherman. 
The total bream weight was made up of 
37,883 fish, none of which was of catchable 
size. Here was one instance in which the 
weight ratio was correct, but the size group- 
ing was not. The factor causing this unbal- 
anced condition was the presence of under- 
water pond weeds which so choked the pond 
that although there was an abundance of bass 
* I am indebted to Howard Bissland, Biologist for 
the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, Orlando, for 


these and some of the other figures quoted in 
this article. . 








Bihhticye 


“For a woman though, she’s being a 
mighty good sport about it.’’ 





food present (in the form of small bream) 
the heavy growth of weeds prevented the 
bass from using that food. The weeds kept 
the bass from thinning out the bream, and 
result was stunted growth by both species. 

So it may be seen that a properly balanced 
lake must not only contain the proper ratio 
of pounds of carnivores to pounds of forage 
fish, but each of those groups must be com- 
posed of individuals of all sizes — the smaller 
the most numerous. 

Proper distribution of sizes was seen when 
almost 1,500 bass taken by seines for tagging 
in Lake County were measured. The sizes 
start at 13 inches, as only a few were tagged 
under that length and run up to 25 inches 
in total length. Figure 2 graphically illus- 
trates the relation of the numbers of fish to 
the sizes in a well balanced bass population, 
showing decrease in number as the size in- 
creases. This matter of proper size distribu- 
tion is almost as important as a proper weight 
ratio, and the two are closely correlated. It 
would do us no good, for example, to have a 
bass-bream ratio of 1:5 if all of the bream 
were too large for the bass to eat. 

Knowing the average sizes of a good-sized 
sample of a fish population aids the fishery 
technicians in determining the status of bal- 
ance in a pond or lake. This is one of the 
uses made of fish taken in the seining opera- 
tions supervised by Florida biologists. 

Balance then can be defined as the proper 
ratio of carnivorous to forage fishes in a fish 
population, provided a normal distribution 
of sizes is present within both groups. The 
reader who used “out-of-balance” as an alibi 
for poor fishing luck will often be correct, 
and it is my hope that he will now be better 
able to recognize and understand the con- 
dition when he meets it. —END 


Edward Gill Named 
New Commission Pilot 


Edward Gill, Lakeland, has been named 
new State Game Commission pilot following 
the death Nov. 25 of Johnny Ingram, 31, in 
a crash at Lakeport. 

The announcement that Gill would suc- 
ceed Ingram was made by Fred Jones, direc- 
tor of the 13-county South Florida district 
office of the Commission. 

Gill, who holds a commercial pilot’s 
license, has been a wildlife officer for four 
years. New plans, Jones said, call for the 
the basing of the new Piper PA-18, 125 
horsepower plane, at Lakeland. The new 
craft will be received as a replacement for 
the plane that carried Ingram to his death. 

Jones also announced that George Lang- 
ford, Lake Gibson, has been hired by the 
Commission as a wildlife officer and relief 
pilot. Langford, he said, is also a licensed 
pilot with a seaplane rating. 

Non-resident anglers have a choice of 
buying two fishing permits for taking Florida 
fresh-water fish—the yearly license which 
costs $10.50 and the 14-day continuous 
permit which sells for $3.25. 
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Captain Eddie took to the idea 
like a duck goes for water and later 
started the Flying Fisherman Club 
in which “money can not buy a 
membership.” 

How do you join? Well, first of 
all, you must fly EAL to or from 
some point on or near the famous 
fishing grounds served by the air- 
line’s vast system. You qualify as a 
member when you have caught your 
first game fish. Accredited guides 
attest to the catch and its size, and 
afterwards handsome membership 
certificates, suitable for framing, are 
awarded to commemorate the event. 
Most guide boat captains in the 
accredited fishing areas have been 
authorized by EAL to certify the 
catches. 


The Flying Fisherman’s creed is 
to “fish for sport; whenever possible 
to use the lightest tackle compatible 


MOODY BROTHERS 


925 Cleveland Ave. Phone 2-1186 


FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 
GREEN’S FUEL GAS SERVICE 


“TRAILER BOTTLES FILLED”’ 
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Stoves, Water Heaters, Refrigerators 
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with the species of fish sought; and 
always to be as much of a sports- 
man as the game fish I seek to 
outfight.” 

The 1951 annual Rickenbacker 
Trophy in the Upland and Migratory 
Bird Class was awarded to Edward 
H. Block, 7613 Higgins Road, Chi- 
cago, as a result of his hunting 
prowess in territory about 30 miles 
east of Tallahassee. Block hunted 
this territory between Jan. 1 and 
Jan. 15, 1951 with his friend Joe 
Walthall, of Tallahassee, and bagged 
the record, as reported to Eastern 
Air Lines, of 50 quail, 15 ducks, 2 
geese, and 30 doves. Recently, in 
Chicago, he was awarded his trophy 
by M. B. Westphal, Eastern Air 
Lines traffic and sales manager, in 
that city. Block started hunting near 
Tallahassee in 1946, at the invitation 
of Walthall, and has returned every 
year since that time. 


“Quail, duck, and dove hunting is 
at its best around Tallahassee,” 
Block declared when he was award- 
ed his trophy. 


“The big ones that didn’t get 
away,” succeeded in making 15 out- 
door sports followers, including two 
of the feminine sex, the 1950-51 
winners in the fishing section of the 
world’s most unique rod and gun 
organizations. Each of them _ re- 
ceived handsomely sculptured rep- 
licas of their catches. 
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HERB LOPEZ FISHING CAMP 


Oak Hill, Fla. Ph. New Smyrna 547-R-2 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Guides 


* 


CHARTER BOAT “DOC M” 
New Smyrna Boat Docks 


P. O. Box 524, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea Fishing 


* 


TURNBULL CASTLE LODGE 


P. O. Box 306, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Rooms, Apts., Boats, Motors and Bait 
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CHIEF MEYER’S FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea and River Fishing 
Charter and Open Parties 


* 


INLET HARBOR FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
8 Deep Sea Boats and River Fishing 
Boats, Bait and Tackle, Guides 


x 


PELICAN FISHING CAMP 


3216 S. Peninsular Drive 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Ph. 2-3163 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Deep Sea Boat 


* 


TED AND JOHN’S FISHING CAMP 


Route 2, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Motors and Bait 








The two women winners included 
Mrs. Adele Orgill, of Memphis, 
Tenn., and Miss Marge Wright, of 
Newark, Ohio. Mrs. Orgill clinched 
the Rickenbacker tarpon trophy 
with a 145-pound, 5-foot, 8-inch 
Silver King caught off Bahia Honda, 
while on a fishing party off Mara- 
thon, Florida. 

G. N. Coughlan, Essex Falls, N. J., 
took the bonefish title with his 11- 
pound, 9-ounce beauty pulled in on 
a fly rod off Islamorado, Florida. 
Nathan Silversteine, Detroit, won 
the Allison Tuna award by dint of a 
91-pound specimen taken on a 9- 
thread line while fishing the Gulf 
Stream off Ft. Lauderdale. Henry 
Chanin, of Atlanta, annexed top 
honors for the biggest sailfish taken 
in Atlantic waters. His 73-pound, 7- 
foot, 4144 inch prize was nabbed on 
9-thread line off Palm Beach. Wil- 
liam H. Wenzel, of St. Louis, won 
the white marlin trophy by beat- 
ing a 137-pound, 8-ounce catch 
measuring 8-feet, 5-inches off Ft. 
Lauderdale. 

In the flying fresh water division, 
the black bass honors went to a 
sportsman fishing 1,000 miles away 
from his home. J. A. Reig, Humacae, 
Puerto Rico, copped the prize when 
he reeled in a 12-pound, 12-ounce 
beauty from one of the Savannah 
Lakes near Jensen Beach. 

With hundreds of sportsmen from 
all over the world using Eastern Air 
Lines as access to their favorite 
fishing and hunting grounds, the 
champion jiong-distance commuter 
was Peter Axel Orregaard, of 
Copenhagen, Denmark. He crossed 
the Atlantic and then flew Eastern 
to Palm Beach for a crack at the 
sailfish. His welcome as a member 
of the Flying Fisherman Club clearly 
demonstrates how air transportation 
has broadened the vacation horizon. 
More popular than ever before are 
the brief “flying weekends” by 
sportsmen who found that they can 
get to Florida’s finest fishing and 
hunting via Eastern without losing 
more than a few hours on the waters 
or in the woods. —END 


“The Place To Fish’ 
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 
Punta Rassa Rd. Phone 2-2379 


| It’s easy to see why Port Comfort rates so 

| high with fishermen and boatmen. A safe, 
comfortable harbor with excellent storage 
and berthing facilities. It also boasts of a 
complete repair yards and ways, groceries, 
supplies, gas, oil, and fishing tackle. 
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the pole vaulting fish who, seem- 
ingly, at the negroes’ command, 
jumps over a small log in the bottom 
of the pool. ! 

Leaving the Spring the boats 
cruise down the Wakulla River, 
through a bird sanctuary which 
shelters not only unusual and charm- 
ing birds, but supplies a jungle full 
of reptile life. 

Here may be found the little blue 
heron, wood ibis, the anhinga or 
water turkey, with snake-like neck, 
and the rare limpkin, found only in 
one other place in North America. 
The guide will point out the nest of 
the American bald eagle, high in a 
cypress tree. Scores of black coots 
bob on the surface of the river, and 
then take off awkwardly, over the 
cypress swamps. 

Under the midday sun alligators, 
also huge snapping turtles enjoy a 
noon siesta on fallen logs, and sleepy 
water moccasins coil on cypress 
“knees.” Water hyacinth with its 
lavender sprays and water lilies with 
pure white blossoms grow in the 
quiet pools. 

Describing a voyage up the 
Wakulla River, made February 18, 
1838, Count de Castelnau, a French 
nobleman, wrote: “This will be a 
wonderful haunt for the naturalist 
when he pursues his investigations 
calmly without fear of savages 
emerging from the bushes to claim 
his scalp.” 

Gone are the savages whom Cas- 
telnau dreaded. Long extinct are the 
flocks of parakeets he saw, but the 
forest walls of mystic Wakulla are 
as beautiful as ever, and much of 
the bird and reptile life remain to 
delight the naturalist. 

The Wakulla River has long been 
a fisherman’s paradise. From the 
spring to the gulf waters it abounds 
with the finest of fresh water bass, 
perch and bream, and where it flows 
into the Gulf of Mexico, with the 
St. Marks, its waters are teeming 
with the gamest salt water and shell 
fish —the tarpon and kingfish in 
spring; grouper in summer; redfish, 
bonita and speckled sea trout in fall 
and winter. 

The value of the Spring and River 
as a picnic spot was appreciated by 
local residents at an early date. Prior 
to the War Between the States, 
pioneer families for miles around 
held an annual May Day picnic and 
fish fry on the banks of the River, 
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World famous for the unusual 
and valuable shells found on 
their beaches. You'll find the 
fishing equally unusual and 
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information write to the business men listed below. 
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near the spring, and many a political 
“powwow has been held on its 
banks. 

Not only is Wakulla Spring and 
its River the home of beauty, recrea- 
tion and wild life, but of science, 
history and legend. The finding of 
fossils in the spring has been a 
matter of record for years. In 1930 
the perfectly preserved bones of a 
nearly complete mastodon were re- 
covered from its depths. Measuring 
16 feet in length and 9 feet in height, 
it is on exhibition at the Florida 
Geological Survey Museum at 
Tallahassee. 


Just why and how the skeletons 
of so many of these prehistoric mon- 
sters of the Pleistocene Age happen 
to be in Wakulla Spring, remains 
somewhat of a mystery. The most 
natural conclusion to be reached, 
according to scientists, is that the 
spot was a water-hole for these 
ancient animals, and while quench- 
ing their thirst, some of them were 
drowned and sank to the bottom, 
while others were seized and partly 
devoured by the more vicious 
animals such as the saber-toothed 
tiger. 

The early life of the Indian has 
also been a subject of study around 
Wakulla Spring, for archeologists 
have found traces of a village on its 
banks dating long before the coming 
of Columbus to the new world. A 
favorite camping spot of Apalachee, 
Shawnee, Creek and Seminole 
tribes, the name Wakulla comes 
from sources of Seminole-Creek 
derivation—‘“wiwa,” meaning water, 
and “ahlaki” meaning strange. 
Around Wakulla was woven all the 
adoration of the Indian for the spirits 
of water. That the ancient Creek 
should have attached the following 
legend to this brightest spot in their 
domain seems quite natural. Gath- 
ered around the camp fire at twilight, 
grandparents told it to the listening 
family: At night, said the old 
warriors, may be seen around the 
shores and on the bottom of the 
Spring, tiny fairy creatures, sporting 
and bathing in noiseless glee; but at 
midnight, when the moon is at its 
full, there appears upon the waters 
a gigantic warrior, sitting in a stone 
canoe, with a copper paddle in his 
hand. Frightened by his presence the 
fairies flee, leaving as the last object 
seen in the darkness of a cloud, the 
spectre warrior, alone in his canoe, 
which seems anchored and _ im- 
movable. 

Not only do Indian legends hover 
about the spring but a true Florida 
Pocahontas story took place on the 
banks of the Wakulla, in the vicinity 
of the spring, early in 1818, when 
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General Andrew Jackson was in this 
section fighting the Seminoles. 

Malee, daughter of Willis Hadjo, 
Seminole Indian chieftain, most 
beautiful girl of the tribe, saved a 
young white soldier, Duncan Mc- 
Krimmon, of General Jackson’s 
army, from being burned at the 
stake, an act for which Congress, 
twenty-six years later granted her a 
pension, but which she did not live 
to receive. 

Tales of Spain in all her glory 
linger all about this area. Only 
twelve miles from the spring, De 
Narvaez and his desperate warriors 
beat their swords into tools and built 
and launched in 1528 the first Euro- 
pean made vessels in America. 
Eleven years later Hernando de 
Soto is said to have established win- 
ter quarters in this section and 
placed banners in the tops of the tall 
Wakulla pines to guide his fleet to 
a rendezvous in St. Marks Bay. 

While many of the wanderings of 
these early Spanish explorers have 
been traced since by historians seek- 
ing to identify now obscure land- 
marks, and tie them up with some- 
times equally vague accounts of the 
explorers, it is considered probable 
that the most romantic explorer of 
all, Ponce de Leon, was a visitor at 
Wakulla Spring. 

It is known that de Leon explored 
as far as Apalachee Bay, and it is 
believed likely that Indian tales of 
the great spring took him to Wakulla, 
where he bathed in its waters and 
came out cleaner, but alas! no 
younger. 

Later seeking to return to the 
spring, he was wounded by an In- 
dian arrow and was carried back to 
his ship under cover of darkness by 
his men. In Cuba the leader who 

(Turn Page) 
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FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Kissimmee 
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GUIDES 
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AT ALL TIMES 
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IDEAL FISHING SPOT 
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GRAPE HAMMOCK 
FISHING CAMP 


Martha Jeanne & Eddie Chandley 
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BASS FISHING 
In Florida’s Largest Lake 
OKEECHOBEE 


* 
DUCK HUNTING 


CABINS @® BOATS ® MOTORS 


AND STORE 


Lakeside Sport Camp 


MOOREHAVEN, FLORIDA 


8 Miles North of Moorehaven 
on Highway #78 
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INCLUDING A FLOCK OF 
BEAUTIFUL FLAMINGOES 


DANCING CRANES, SWANS, DUCKS, 
QND OTHER COLORFUL BIRDS, WANDERING UNCAGED. 


ONE MILE SOUTH OF 
RINGLING MUSEUM 


BAY SHORE DRIVE AT MYRTLE 





SPORTSMEN 


Enjoy Coming to Stuart 


HOME OF SAILFISH 
fe 


Here the Warrior of the Sea will thrill 
you, also enjoy fishing in our two 
famous rivers where Trout, Snook, Bass 
and Tarpon are plentiful, as well as 
many other species of fish. 


CASTING AND TROLLING. Boats 
and Guide Arrangements gladly fur- 
nished by the Management of the 
Friendly, Home-like 


STUART HOTEL 


REASONABLE RATES 
Delicious Food Served Home-Style 
Phone 9143 — or write 


HAROLD HINKLE, Prop. 
STUART, FLORIDA 


THE RAT TRAP 


CATCHES THE BASS! 


SURE BASS BAIT 
The Spring Clamps Shut and Holds 


Bass on Hook. 
Ww 


EVERY FISHERMAN SHOULD 
HAVE ONE! 
Ww 


Ask your Dealer. If he cannot supply 
you, send $1.50 with this ad and 
we will mail you one direct. 


RAT TRAP BAIT CO. 


LAKE ALFRED, FLORIDA 
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dreamed of eternal youth found 
_ death from his wound, and for a time 


Wakulla lay deserted. 
As Florida was settled, however, 
early Spanish and English trading 


| posts were established at the mouth 


of the Wakulla River, and ruins of 
these forts may still be seen. 


A number of missions were built 
by the early Franciscan friars from 
St. Augustine, some ten of them 
within easy marching distance of 
Wakulla Spring. One, known as 
“Asuncion,” was probably at the 
spring, or just below it on the river. 

St. Marks, the second permanent 
Spanish town in Florida was located 
on the St. Marks River, less than 
twelve miles from Wakulla Spring, 
in 1639. For many years corn, 
pumpkins, wild turkeys and other 
products were loaded at this port for 
shipment to St. Augustine, Havana 
and Vera Cruz. St. Marks was a key 
town in the strategy that sought to 
wrest Florida from Spain, first 
French ambition, then British, then 
American. 


The Americans were successful. 
First William Augustus Bowles, the 
swashbuckling pirate, had himself 
declared king of Florida and ‘“‘Direc- 
tor General of the Muscogees” and 
led Creek Indians in an _ attack, 
around 1800, against the Spanish 
fort, San Marcos de Apalachee, on 
the Wakulla and captured it. 


But wars and rumors of wars are 
only part of the legend of Wakulla. 

Among the many tales centering 
about this strange land is that of 
Florida’s “voleano.” A _ pillar of 
smoke about twenty miles from the 
spring became visible during Spanish 
days and continued rising in the sky, 
sometimes shot with flames. Many 
stories arose about this “volcano,” 
but though many tried to reach it 
while it was still burning, mud too 
thin to walk on and too thick to 
shove a boat through barred the way. 
During Civil War days the strange 
phenomenon served as a landmark 
for sailors far out in the Gulf. Finally 
about 1886 the smoke stopped. In 
recent years drillers have found in- 
dications of petroleum near Wakulla, 
and it is thought possible that the 
smoke may have come from an oil 
seepage, ignited by lightning many 
years ago. There are other theories 
worthy of consideration. 

At Natural Bridge, a few miles 
from the Spring, was fought the 
famous battle of the Civil War in 
which Federal troops were repulsed 
and Tallahassee remained the only 
uncaptured Confederate capital east 
of the Mississippi. These many 
events led the late W. T. Cash, Flor- 
ida State librarian and historian of 
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“BAKON GITTER” 


(Guaranteed Weedless) 
Known as the ““BOGIE BAIT” 


THE WORLD’S MOST EFFECTIVE 
ARTIFICIAL BASS BAIT 


Manufactured and Distributed by 


R. N. BODENSTEIN 


MADISON, FLORIDA 


FLORIDA'S 
Finest Bass Fishing 
LAKE COUNTY 
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Opportunities in Real Estate, 
Homes, Lake Front Property, 
Farms 


See 
HERMAN T. DYKES 


Realtor 
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For the Best Complete Line of 
FISHING TACKLE 
DRUGS AND SUNDRIES 
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BRAGDON’S 
Crescent Drug Store 
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note, to declare that more historic 
happenings have occurred in the 
immediate vicinity of Wakulla 
Spring than in any other section of 
Florida, with the possible exception 
of St. John’s County. 

Twenty-five years ago few persons 
cutside the state had heard of 
Wakulla Spring. With poor roads 
leading to it, it was almost inacces- 
sible. Today motorists from all over 

the country enter over the new 
paved highway and stop at beautiful 
Wakulla Lodge. A _ well-equipped 
bath house and spacious pavilion and 
all facilities for bathers bring many 
to swim, boat and aquaplane on this 
great open air pool, which maintains 
a temperature of 72 degrees through- 
out the year. 

Because of its excellent under- 
water visibility, Wakulla Spring is a 
haven for motion picture cameramen 
who enjoy taking photographs of the 
underwater life. 


The Spring and grounds are pri- 
vately owned but are open to the 
public the year round. 


The third oldest railroad in the 
United States has its terminus at the 
little hamlet of Wakulla, four miles 
east of the Spring. This railroad once 
operated between Tallahassee and 
the formerly thriving gulf port of 
St. Marks. 


While the famous old port is now 
of interest chiefly for its historical 
past, its seafood dinners, and its 
huge oil-storage tanks, Wakulla 
Spring is now in the heyday of its 
popularity. And today many a 
traveler agrees with the thought ex- 
pressed by Charles Lanman, author 
and traveler who wrote in 1858 — 
“Wakulla Fountain, one of America’s 
natural wonders ...a thing to dream 
about and love.” 

—END 
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ATTENTION 
Attention Fishermen! 


We are Distributors for the following 
Lines of Tackle Manufactures: 
PFLUEGER SOUTH BEND 
OCEAN CITY SHAKESPEARE 
HEDDON PENN REELS 
A complete line of other items needed 
for your fishing trip. 
Buy through your dealer. If he cannot 
supply you, write us. 


Spicola Hardware Co. 
1907 East Broadway 
TAMPA, FLA. 
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VISIT 


THE DORA CANAL 
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and 


TRAILER PARK 


FINE FISHING 
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Tavares, Florida 
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PANA-VISTA LODGE 


On beautiful Wake Panasoffkee and Withla- 
coochee River, unexcelled fishing and hunt- 
ing. Fresh water fishing for bass, bream, 
crappie and the best wild turkey and squirrel 
hunting in Central Florida. Excellent duck 
hunting in season. Fourteen modernly 
equipped housekeeping cottages with restau- 
rant serving excellent home cooked food. 
Boats, motors, guides, fishing tackle, as well 
as live bait at all times. Write for informa- 
tion and reservations: 


ROUTE 2, PANASOFFKEE, FLA. 
RUFE WYSONG, Mar. 


Sumter County—Tel. Bushnell 2061 
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MEATS @ GROCERIES 
FISHING TACKLE 
SUPPLIES 


Stop at 


FROG Co-Op Store 


SUMTERVILLE, FLORIDA 
FREE FISHING INFORMATION 
On Highway 301 





FOR GOOD FISHING 
VISIT NOKOMIS 


For 
Fishing Tackle 


SPORTSMAN’S 
SUPPLIES 


See 


THE PORT HOLE 


NOKOMIS, FLORIDA 





FINE FISHING 
AT EUSTIS 


For Finest in 


FISHING TACKLE 
SPORTS SUPPLIES 


See 


A. D. and C. D. 
MILLER, INC. 


EUSTIS, FLORIDA 





Fish... Hunt... Live 
Soest Astana 
South Lake County 
For 
Waterfronts @ Cattle-land 
Groves @ Homes 
Investments 


See 


SOUTH LAKE 
Realty Company 


Offices in 
Groveland and Clermont, Fla. 








scarred and chipped from many 
duels over a period of years. 
The female box turtle digs a hole 


in the sand and in it deposits two or | 


three dozen whitish, leathery-shelled 
eggs. The nesting cavity is then filled 
up, and the surface of the soil is 
smoothed off. These activities almost 
always take place at night. In spite 
of the turtle’s efforts, however, many 
clutches of eggs are discovered and 
dug out by raccoons, skunks, king 
snakes, range hogs, and _ other 
creatures. 

The newlf hatched box turtle is 
incapable of closing up the shell. It 
also differs from the adult in appear- 
ance, being mostly a dull brown in 
color. The young are very secretive, 
often burrowing beneath rotting logs 
in Swampy areas. 

Box turtles are quite omnivorous, 
feeding on insects, flower blossoms, 
leaves, grass, berries, and _ seeds. 
Sometimes their jaws and forelimbs 
are stained purplish with the juice 
of blackberries or huckleberries. 
They seem especially fond of “toad- 
stools,” also, and will devour these 
fungi in a series of clean-cut bites. 

Few wild creatures live as long as 
man. Even those forms that are 
naturally long-lived are very apt to 
succumb to some enemy before 
many years have passed. Not so the 
box turtle, however. Good evidence 
suggests that these reptiles often live 
60 to 80 years, and there is reason to 
believe that some examples even 
reach 120 or more. 

Although box turtles are safe from 
the attacks of most carnivorous 
creatures, they have various small 
enemies, such as mites, ticks, and 
parasitic worms. In addition, they 
are often parasitized by a bot-fly that 
lays its eggs on the turtle’s skin. 
Brush fires also take great toll of 
these reptiles. In almost any burned 
area one can see the whitened shells 
of box turtles that were caught in 
the path of the flames. Occasionally 
one finds a turtle that managed to 
survive the blaze with only the loss 
of the outer layer of its shell. —END 
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light rod, bream are worthy op- 
ponents for any angler. Almost any 
type of small popping bug will bring 
in bream, but the best lures seem to 
be green, yellow or black flies. Of 
course, many fishermen swear by 
their particular fly, just as many of 
the plug-casters assert that their 
favorite lure is better than any 
other. 


The old cane-pole is probably the 
most popular method of angling for 
bream. It is inexpensive, easily ob- 
tainable, and takes a beating rather 
well. A whippy 8 to 10-foot pole, 
with a bobber or cork, a few small 
hooks—such as Carlisle No. 3, 4, 5, — oF 
or 6—and bait will catch them if This mounting was shown in Rockefeller Center, New York, 


oe be ae Pocruateond in December, 1951—held over by request for January, 1952. 





period, bream are especially valu- For Expert Work of 

able from an angling viewpoint 

because they compose a large portion TAXIDERMIST OF MARINE LIFE 
of food taken by the largemouth | 

black bass. Like the bass, the bream ais a CE 


are nest-builders, but differs in the 

fact that bass are often more solitary J : T R R E E S é 

and space their nests apart, while 

bream are more gregarious and pre- 

pare their nests a Sede or “beds” 1918 S. Andrews Ave. Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
with the individual nests very close 
to one another. So there’s your 
answer, find a bream bed and you'll 
haul them in one after the other. 


many oldtime fishermen locate the || WOrt Richey SKIFEFS 


bream beds by smelling them. As 





odd as it may seem to Northern * 

anglers, this method of locating the 

bream beds during spawning time is A Proven Skiff by Hundreds of Fish Camps, 
widely used throughout Florida. Boat Liveries and Private Owners 


Both the bluegill and shellcrackers 
generate a peculiar fish odor in the 
area where large colonies of spawn- 
ing fish occur. John F. Dequine, 
federal aid coordinator for fish, of 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission, said that he has 
personally located bluegill beds 
many times by this method, by 
working upwind until he could 
actually see the fish on the beds in 





i ida’ i r ress. . . . Backed by many years of boat building 
the water below. sph area ue : ioe pore higae motor up s 22 Re . . Boats delivered 
Dequine also suggests to all anywhere at a fraction of regular freight rates by our own trailers. 
“doubting Thomases” questioning ; 
this fact that they visit any of the earees an 
State’s popular bream fishing areas FLORIDA ® GEORGIA ® TENNESSEE ® NORTH CAROLINA 
curing the heaviest spawning season al deh bl actus 
from April through June. “And,” he * , 
says, “let them hire a local guide, Built By: 
who will be able to demonstrate to : rhs Bat 
anyone with even an average Port Richey Cypress Boats, Inc. 


‘smeller’ that this is not just another 
fish story.” 
(Turn Page) 
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THE PELICAN HOTEL 
On the St. Lucie River 
STUART, FLORIDA 

AMERICAN PLAN 
WM. V. KING, Manager 


Sail Fishing ® River and Bay Trolling 
and Casting ® Duck and Quail Shooting 
in Season. 


WRITE FOR LARGE FREE MAP 
of the Famous St. Lucie-Indian River 
Fishing Grounds. 
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Invites Sportsmen 
Fine Bass Fishing— 
Good Hunting! 


* 
FOR THE BEST IN DRUGS 
COME TO 


ELLIS 


WALGREEN AGENCY 


DRUG STORE 


LAKE WALES, FLORIDA 


Hunting and Fishing Licenses 
Issued Here 








Another sidelight in bream fishing 
is the fact that many persons have 
made pets of their catches by placing 
them in a live well after landing 
them, and putting them in glass 
tanks in their homes. There are 
many cases here in the state where 
such “pets” have been kept success- 
fully for several years. Here a neces- 
sary item, besides food, is a constant 
flow of fresh water in the tanks. And 
a few worms, insects, or small min- 
nows will furnish entertainment for 
the entire family when the fish hear 
the dinner bell. 

The fact that bream can be caught 
so easily and in so many places 
makes them a favorite among av- 
erage fishermen. Even an amateur 
can and often does bring in the limit. 
Many anglers strictly limit their fish- 
ing activities to this finny sunfish 
because of the food value. Occasion- 
ally, they, too, have been surprised 
at finding a bass on their lines, for 
the largemouth will take much the 
same food as his little neighbor. 

You'll find that in checking the 
various hauls made by fishermen in 
your area, that time after time the 
bream anglers bring home fish after 
fish as real proof of their angling 
prowess, while bass anglers often 
bring back only alibis about the big 
ones that got away. 

Since one out of every 12 inland 





acres in Florida is water, no fisher- 
men need drive more than 18 miles 
in order to find a lake or stream 
filled with thousands of sport fish, 
many of them bream. And since the 
average mean year-round tempera- 
ture is 70 degrees, it means that 
anglers may enjoy their favorite 
pastime practically 365 days out of 
the year. This is just another way of 
saying, go bream fishing the next 
chance you get, at any lake, river or 
pond in the state, on any day of the 
year, and you'll find the sport of a 
lifetime, the thrill of the outdoors 
and a mess of tasty fish! 

—END 
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that for 44 years has suidavbred to increase 
your fishing pleasure ... 


COME SEE US SOMETIME 
GENE’S TACKLE 


510 Ballough Rd. Daytona Beach, Fla. 








FINE FOOD! 
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@ Fountain Drinks, Sodas 
Hester’s Drive-In & 
Restaurant 
1321 Main St.—Leesburg, Fla. 
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FISHING 


For Fishing Tackle and Sports 
Equipment, Guns and 
Ammunition 


See 


VAN’S FISHING 
& HUNTING STORE 


205 N. 2nd St. Phone 817 
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the Inlet itself. The reef is like a 








_ sleeping dragon for small boats and 
not to be fooled with, unless you’re 
' an old hand and know what you’re 


doing. 
A life-preserver for every mem- 
ber of your party is more important 


than your bait and a stout anchor | 


with plenty of rope is mandatory. 
The Sun Parlor itself is calm in 

almost any weather. Edge your skiff 

right into the bank, tie to a pro- 


jecting snag, and prepare for a tub- | 


ful of fishing fun. Take the Mrs. and 
the kids along. Ralph McGill, editor 
of the Atlanta Constitution, was 
vacationing in Stuart last winter. 
Young Ralph, Jr., seven, was along. 
“Tt wish my boy could catch a fish,” 
he said. We left at 10, came back at 
2—and there were 16 different 
species of bottomfish in the live- 
well. Young Ralph had caught a 
pompano, four sheepshead, snappers 
and grunts galore—and was the 
happiest kid this side of Georgia. 

What I liked, though, was watch- 
ing McGill, Sr., scale fish while I 
filleted them: there’s no satisfaction 
to a country newspaperman equal to 
watching one of those big-shot met- 
ropolitan writers gets fish scales all 
over. 

That’s the fun in bottomfishing! 

Chances are you'll catch such a 
nice assortment that you can fillet 
them in boneless pieces. Dip in corn 
meal (or beaten egg and cracker 
crumbs), fry to a golden brown and 
serve piping hot with plenty of 
butter. 

If you have more than you want— 
as Old Bill told Young Bill at the end 
of our day: “Clean your fish before 
you give them away.” 

That’s how to keep your friends 
and still have fun bottomfishing. 

—END 
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Rod and Reel Repairs 
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MAIL ORDERS 
GIVEN PROMPT ATTENTION 


See the New 
TWIST SHIFT MARTINS 
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OUTBOARD 
MOTOR REPAIRS 
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LAKE WALES, FLORIDA 





SAILFISHING 


BOAT AVERAGE OVER ONE SAILFISH E PER TRIP 

Five somioctatite seaworthy off-shore charter boats, oper- 
ated Bes Capt. A. A. Whiticar and Sons. Also river power- 
boats and rowboats. Reasonable rates. Write for SAIL- 
FISHING PICTORIAL illustrating the sport and the 
Whiticar Boats. 


The Whiticar Fleet & Boat Basin, R.R. #1, Stuart, Fla. 
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LEVEL-WIND SURF REELS 
Fits Any Size Rod .. . Gives Full Control ef 


Rod and Line . .. Prevents Line Build-up on 
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BRING THAT BIG ONE IN WITH LINE 
WOUND LEVEL READY FOR THE 
NEXT BIG CAST 


Made of Highly Finished Stainless Steel with 
Lifetime Adjustable Bearing 


U. S. Pat. No. 2514929 


$97-B5 DELIVERED 


TAX PAID 


Anglers Manufacturing & Supply Co. 


(NOT INCORPORATED) 
P. O. BOX 2350—SARASOTA, FLA. 
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Basic Game 


BY FRED W. JONES 


Each year, along about the middle 
or end of the hunting season, I begin 
to run into guys who complain about 
“too many does.” On the basis of the 
deer they have seen during the year, 
they claim that the proportionate 
number of does to bucks is too high. 
These hunters claim that the num- 
bers run anywhere from 6 to 1, to 
20 to 1. 


However, there are several fal- 
lacies in these contentions. 


First, the average hunter does not 
get a correct estimate of the ratio. 
Bucks are far more adept at keeping 
out of sight that are does and there- 
fore, the average hunter sees more 
of the does in his neighborhood than 
he does of the bucks. And, of course, 
all young deer, since they have no 
horns, are “does” to the average 
hunter. 


But, for the sake of argument, 
let’s assume that about middleway 
of their figures is correct. Let’s 
assume that an area contains as 
many as fifteen does per buck. (An 
assumption that is way too liberal, 
incidentally.) 

Is this too many? 

The answer, here in Florida at the 
present time, is “NO.” 

In order to back up that state- 
ment, let’s go into the basic prin- 
ciples of game management. The 
fundamental purpose of game man- 
agement is to produce the largest 
possible number of animals each 
year from each acre of available 
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land. Good management practices 
then aim to harvest the largest num- 
ber of animals possible each year, 
while at the same time, maintaining 
a sufficient number of breeders to 
keep the area adequately stocked. 


Now, maximum production of deer 
calls for exactly the same items as 
maximum production of cattle. 
Cattlernen maintain 20 or more cows 
per bull for they know that the 
maintenance of more males than that 
would simply be a waste of the 
available food. 


But to make the matter more spe- 
cific, let’s assume that we have a 
tract of land which is capable of 
producing enough feed for 200 deer. 
On this land we have 100 head. Ob- 
viously then we want to increase 
this herd to the 200 in order to have 
a maximum crop. Also obviously, we 
do not want to increase the herd 
beyond the 200 figure since it would 
then suffer from lack of food. Also 
from the hunter’s viewpoint, we 
want to attain the maximum harvest 
quickly. 

Since only females add to the 
population, we want to maintain all 
of them possible. We only want 
sufficient males to insure proper 
service while we are building up the 
herd. 


To stop all hunting would be to 
defeat our purpose for we would 
then be maintaining too large a pro- 
portion of males. Under our present 
laws we can harvest all the buck 
deer with five inch antlers, since 
they have already been available for 
service, without in any way reducing 


the coming “crop.” The young, ant- 
lerless bucks will be available for 
service next year, and for harvest 
immediately thereafter. 

For maximum production, with 
the herd above mentioned, it is likely 
that the proportionate numbers 
should be somewhere around 180 
does and 20 bucks. A herd of this 
size and ratio should produce about 
150 young bucks per year. 

But let’s suppose we did allow the 
taking of does. What would our pro- 
duction be then? 

Allowing for the fact that does are 
comparatively “dumb,” it is obvious 
that we would have more bucks than 
does within a short time. If we did 
enough harvesting to keep the herd 
down to the 200, we would probably 
have a proportion of about 100 or 
more bucks to 100 or fewer does. In 
this case our annual young buck 
crop could be no more than 80 or so. 
Obviously then, our harvest next 
year could not be as large as with 
the larger proportion of does. 

However, game management must 
also take into account the main- 
tenance of the maximum number of 
animals in the herd. We know that 
we are limited to 200 head because 
of the available feed. It then be- 
comes obvious that when proper 
management practices brings the 
herd up to this point something must 
be done to keep it from going higher. 

Considering the foregoing figures, 
we know that the ideal constant 
population would be 180 does and 20 
bucks. Since along with the 150 
bucks produced annually there will 
be about 160 young does, it is true 
that we must harvest some of the 
does. 

But the harvest of does should 
never be practiced until a herd has 
reached the carrying capacity of its 
range. 


And then the doe harvest should 
be limited to the number necessary 
to keep the herd within bounds. 

Even then, for maximum hunting 
results year after year, ALL the 
bucks with five inch or longer ant- 
lers should be harvested before any 
does are taken. Bucks, beyond the 
number required for _ servicing, 
consume food without producing a 
thing. 

It is true probably, that the day 
is coming when the taking of does 
in Florida will become necessary. 
Under present laws, with full co- 
operation from the people of the 


‘state, the day should be here soon. 


But until we reach that “satura- 
tion” point, we CANNOT have 
“TOO MANY DOES!” —END 
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Broward County 


Finest Place in the World in 
Which to Live! 
* 


THE DANIA BANK 


DANIA, FLORIDA 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
Maximum Insurance for Each 


Depositor $10,000.00 


Connor Brown 
Cadillac Company 


1415 S. E. SIXTH AVENUE 


FORT LAUDERDALE, 
FLORIDA 


TELEPHONE 3-2541 


PAINT, INC. 


510 South Andrews Avenue 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 


Paints © Lacquers ® Kyanize 
A. C. Horn Co. ® Duralite ® Luminall 
Ditzler ® Arco ® Wooster Brushes 


If it runs in color we have it! 


PHONES 4706 & 4707 





STETSON 
No. X 


BEAVER 
RAW EDGE 


$15.00 





3-inch Brim, Belgian Belly Color. 

Built to withstand rugged outdoor use, 

quality that made Stetson famous. 
Order your size today. 


ADAM’'S CITY HATTERS 


620 TAMPA STREET 
TAMPA 2, FLORIDA 








CHIMPANZEE FARM 


ANTHROPOID APE RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION, INC. 


BILL MANN 


Phone Hollywood 5134 
North Federal Highway 


DANIA, FLORIDA 
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now let us see if we cannot stand up 
to our penalty like real men. 


Secondly, we should protect them 
from dangers, both purposeful and ac- 
cidental. Report any game violators to 
your local game department. Be careful 
when you are camping or burning off 
land. Forest fires annually destroy more 
wildlife than can be reproduced in that 
vicinity by natural methods during the 
next 10 years. 


Third, we can assist our game de- 
partments in their program for restock- 
ing areas which have little or no wild- 
life. This can be done by various meth- 
ods. Lakes and ponds can be restocked 
easily and economically. Your local 
game department is always glad to as- 
sist you in any way possible. Local game 
clubs can be formed and such game 
as quail, rabbits, and turkey can be set 
free on farms where they can be pro- 
tected until such time as they are of 
sufficient number to safely reproduce 
each year. 


Fourth and last, we can provide food 
and shelter for them. In the northern 
states, some conservation clubs carry 
hay and other feeds to the deer during 
the winter months. Our problem in the 
South would be much simpler. A small 
section of land in each of our fields 
could be planted in peas, hegari and 
similar feeds for our birds. The water- 
fowl could be fed in a like way. Natural 
feeds can be grown successfully in most 
of our lakes and ponds. Also, we should 
be careful in draining the marshes and 
swamps which these birds use as breed- 
ing grounds. Such animals as rabbits 
could be given protection by making 
brush piles, which can be constructed 
easily and without cost in a few min- 
utes. Surely we owe this much to our 
country’s wildlife. We have taken their 
land, destroyed them and profited by 
their existence through the years. We 
have a challenge to meet, and if it is to 
be met, we will have to accept it in the 
near future, or the rest of our game 
will go the way of the Buffalo and 
Passenger Pigeon. This is our challenge 
—your challenge and mine! We have at 
last come to recognize the vast misdeeds 
of our fellowmen. This is worthy of 
remuneration. . . . What shall we do? 


—END 








PHILLIPS DINER 


on Highway #41 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


Open 24 Hours—7 Days a Week 


One of the finest eating places. In the 
heart of the good hunting and fishing 


section. 








Deep Sea Fishing 
CHARTER BOATS 


HILLSBORO INLET DOCKS 


Telephone 
Pompano Beach 9246 


Office Hours 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


WILLIAM F. FINNIGAN, Dock Master 
{ 


FOR POMPANO REAL ESTATE 


See 


Florida 
Realty Sales, Inc. 


North Ocean Boulevard 
POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 
* 
Developers of 
HILLSBORO SHORES, 


POMPANO ISLES and 
CYPRESS POINT 





A PLACE YOU’LL NEVER 
FORGET! 


Be Sure to Visit 


WAITE BIRD FARM 


* 


Importers of Rare Birds 
and Animals 
* 
BOYNTON BEACH, FLORIDA 
HOWARD G. WAITE 


THE SANDS 
YACHTEL-MOTEL 


at the 
POMPANO BEACH YACHT BASIN 


EEE 
es 






















Efficiencies 


®HOTEL ROOMS 
®ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
®CHARTER FISHING BOATS 
eSWIMMING POOL 

®PUTTING GREEN 


P. O. BOX 1726 
POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 


BROWARD 
SEPTIC TANK CO. 


Licensed in 
HOLLYWOOD ® FORT LAUDERDALE 
DANIA e POMPANO 
BROWARD COUNTY 


* 
SOUTH FEDERAL HIGHWAY 





Between Fort Lauderdale and Dania 


FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 





43 











Newest Sightseeing Boat 


JUNGLE QUEEN 
with 
CAPTAIN AL STARTS 
(Only on the Jungle Queen) 
BAHIA-MAR DOCKS 


Fort Lauderdale Beach, Fla. 


GUARANTZED THE FINEST 
or YOUR MONEY BACK 


Most luxurious, most comfortable, largest & 
safest doubledeck boat in Fort Lauderdale 
UNDER U. S. STEAMBOAT INSPECTION 


Leaves Daily 2 P. M. — Return 5 P. M. 
FOR RESERVATIONS PHONE 2-0572 











HOOK THAT BASS 


e 
-* 
pert 





ON AN L&S 
BASS-MASTER OR PANFISH-MASTER 


Both models very effective for bass and speckled perch. These 





|FLORIDA 


160 acres (square) inside of and completely 
surrounded by great Ocala National Forest, in 
Lake County. One mile from pavement, but 
accessible. 

Contains 80-acre lake, nice sandy beach, 
plenty of big bass, specks and other game fish. 
No closed fishing season. 

Good hunting in season, bear, deer, cats, 
squirrels, etc. 

An ideal location and setting for private 
club or isolated estate. 

Photos and price on application. Shown by 


appointment. 
OLE VERNOR 
DeLand, Florida 








FLASH + ACTION 
= FISH! 


WATCH FOR THE SENSATIONAL 


L&S MIRA-LURES 


lures have the famous L & S shiner minnow action and appear- 


tic bodies and finest imported hooks. 





Clearwater, Florida 


= ance. Fast and slow sinking models. Durable plas- 
} 


Made by L & S BAIT COMPANY, Inc. 
Bradley, Illinois 


Permanent iridescent flash is built 
in. Fish can’t resist ‘em. Model 10M 
surface model illustrated above now 
available, Try ‘em on bass. They’re 
terrific! 
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R. H. Wright & Son, Inc. 


x 


Concrete Mixed the Wright Way 


SAND PLASTERS 


Phone 2-1464 


Ww 


51 UCEOS 


Fort Lauderdale 


CONTRACTORS 


Phone 3-436] 
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Important Meeting Is 
Planned for February 
By Game Commission 


TALLAHASSEE.— The Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission will meet in formal 
session at 10 a. m., Monday, February 4, 
in Tallahassee to consider all matters of in- 
terest to sportsmen and other persons. 

Matters entered on the agenda for the 
February meeting include: 

1. Consideration of commercial fishing 
and seining within the state, including a 
proposal to conduct a 3-year experimental 
operation in three lakes in Polk and Lake 
counties in order to determine the prac- 
ticality of controlled fish management op- 
erations. 

2. Uniform hunting laws throughout the 
state, especially opening and closing dates 
on all game species. 

3. Statewide control of airboats during 
the hunting season. 

4. Sale of game birds and animals for 
commercial purposes, especially in restau- 
rants,- ete: 

5. Open season on hunting hen turkeys, 
which have been completely protected in 
the past. 

6. Consideration of a proposal to in- 
crease the number of license-free cane poles 
permitted in resident fishing. 

It was stated that other matters would be 
placed on the agenda. Any person wishing 
to appear before the Commission during the 
next meeting should apply in writing to Ben 
L. McLauchlin, director, before February 1. 
All such applications should include the sub- 
ject and name of the interested person so 
that it might be placed on the agenda prior 
to the meeting. 


The woodcock never sees what she eats. 
By driving her 3-inch bill into the mud, her 
highly sensitive tip feels earthworms upon 
which she feeds. 








FLORIDA IS A FINE PLACE 
TO LIVE ALL YEAR! 


* 


CLERMONT 


offers 
GOOD FISHING 
EXCELLENT LIVING 


* 


CITIZENS BANK 
OF CLERMONT 
CLERMONT, FLORIDA 


Serving South Lake County 
Since 1930 
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RATES: 
advance, deduct 5%; 


CAMPS: 


6-time ads 





C4 Flex 


SPORTSMENS GUI 


BOATS > MOTORS 
TACK LE>GUNS> PARTS: SERVICE 


$1.50 per ir minimum ad $4. 50, cash with order. 







CONTRACT TERMS: For 3-time ads paid in 
paid in advance, deduct 10%; 12-time ads paid in advance, deduct 20% 


Address FLORIDA WILDLIFE, asin & Fresh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, Florida. Published Ist sock 
month. Copy must be in 15 days prior to publishing date. 


FIND IT HERE—IN THE COUNTY YOU SELECT FOR YOUR SPORTING PLEASURE 





DADE COUNTY 


Everything for the fisherman at 
ROSENE’S BAIT AND TACKLE STORE 
6757 S.W. 8th St., Miami. Phone 87-9611. 





FRANKLIN COUNTY 


BAY CITY LODGE, Hunting and Fishing. Boats, 

motors, cabins, guides, bait and tackle. Dining- 
room service. Contact Jimmy Waddell, Box 172, 
Apalachicola, Fla., Phone 320 W. 





GADSDEN COUNTY 


HAMN’S FISH CAMP on Lake Talquin. Cabins, 
boats and motors, information about fish and 
fishing. Gilbert Hamn, Rte. 3, Quincy, Fla. 





GULF COUNTY 


GEORGE H. HARPER GROCERY, near Lake 
Wimico, famous for game & fish. Bait, boats & 
guides who produce, fresh or salt water. Write 


Wewahitchka, Fla., Ph. Port St. Joe: Canal 9103 J. 


GULF HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. Complete 

Fishing and Hunting Supplies. Mercury Out- 
board Motors Sales & Service. Fishing Informa- 
tion. Phone 2, Port St. Joe, Fla. 


LEON COUNTY 


MILLER’S BOAT LANDING, LAKE JACKSON. 
Good Boats and Fishing ‘“‘Know How.” Clyde 
Miller, Mgr., Route 1, Tallahassee. 


MOON’S LANDING, LAKE JACKSON. Light dry 
boats, Bait, Motors and Tackle. 7% miles North 
of Tallahassee. Phone 2-7872. 





OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 











THE J & S PARK—For Tourist and Sportsmen 
Cabins with Innerspring mattresses. Hot and 

cold water. Electric lights, Finest Food—Catfish 

—Hushpuppies—Taters. W. J. (Jim) Adams, Own- 

er. P. O. Box 652, Okeechobee, Florida. 

2. ee ee ee 


WAKULLA COUNTY 
i Aas... £ ESS SS Se as 
SHELL ISLAND FISH CAMP. Salt or fresh water: 
fast light boats, motors, bait, guides and cabins. 
Modern but reasonable. Bo Lynn, St. Marks, Fla. 


Phone 354. 








SPORTSMAN 


~~ 


In Just 15 Minutes 


Here’s Your Boat! 





we can show you why Larson Watercraft are superior boats. These aluminum 
hulled, wood trimmed craft are designed, built and water tested to give you 
superior performance, safety, economy and long life. 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON 14-FT. BOATS 


In Kissimmee-Okeechobee Boat-a-Cade of approximately 100 boats—24 were Larsons 


POUNDS MOTOR COMPANY 


WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA 


STATE DISTRIBUTORS 


POUNDS TRACTOR peaib cde panies Haven, Florida 
POUNDS-ZEISS TRACTOR COMPANY—Sebring, Florida 
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WALLACE AIRCRAFT 
COMPANY, INC. 


Sarasota, Florida 


Distributors for 


PIPER AND STINSON 
AIRCRAFT 
NARCO RADIOS 
RCA AIRCRAFT AND 
MARINE RADIOS 











“RANDALL MADE” KNIVES 
The Finest Available 







HUNTING ® FISHING ® CARVING 
MILITARY ® THROWING 
Handmade of Swedish tool steel—finest 
quality and workmanship obtainable. “’| 
guarantee you can’t buy a finer knife.” 
Several models to choose from, all with 
Heiser sheaths. Prices $7.50 to $30.00. 
W. D. RANDALL, JR. 

Box 1988-W, Orlando, Florida 
Send 10c for folder of descriptions, prices 
and instructive knife manual. Fighting 
Knife booklet, 50c. 























Everything for the 
Motorist @ Sportsman 





WISTERN 
AUTO | 
ASSOCIATE 
STORE - 










Sirs, 
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Home-Owned by 
LEE-WATKINS 





ENJOY FISHING 


in the Best Fishing Area on 
East Coast! 


FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 
* 


FOR APPETIZING AND 
SATISFYING MEALS, IT’S 


ANN’S COFFEE SHOP 
AIR CONDITIONED 


147 N. Fourth Street 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 


For Fine 
BASS FISHING 


Come To 


LEESBURG 


* 


FOR FINE FOOD 
GOOD SERVICE 
Come To 


NICK'S CAFE 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 





Rich Is Appointed 
Commissioner for 
The Third District 


A. F. Rich, general contractor of Talla- 
hassee, was appointed commissioner of the 
Third District by Gov. Fuller Warren on 
Jan. 7. He succeeds L. G. Morris, veteran 
commissioner from Monticello, whose term 
expired on Jan. 6. 

Born in Bainbridge, Georgia, Commis- 
sioner Rich was construction superintendent 
for the Citizens Oil Company with head- 
quarters in Tallahassee for 13 years. In 1945 
he entered the general contracting business 
in Tallahassee and is president of the A. F. 
Rich Company. He is married and has two 
daughters, ages 10 and 6. 

Commissioner Rich is a member of the 
Baptist church, the Masonic Lodge, The 
Tallahassee Shrine Club, and the Tallahas- 
see Elks Lodge. 

Hunting and fishing are his hobbies and 
during ‘his lifetime he has hunted in every 
state of the Union as well as in Alaska and 
Mexico — an ambition he developed as a 
youngster. 

“I hope to see Florida hunting equal to 
or even better than any other State,” Com- 
missioner Rich declared shortly after his 
appointment by the Governor. 





‘| had marvelous luck hunting this sea- 
son, didn’t get shot at once!” 


Welcome to Hollywood! 
First National Bank 
of Hollywood 


HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 


* 


“Broward County’s Oldest Bank” 





CERTIFIED CONCRETE BLOCKS 
SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS 


GILLIS BLOCK & 
SUPPLY CO. 


FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 


P. O. Box 437—2500 S.W. 2nd Ave. 
PHONE 2-7426 


* 
For Strength and Watertightness, 
Specify and Build with 
GILLIS BLOCKS 









RAY ALLEN, INC. 


Florida Fashions for Men 


HART SCHAFFNER & MARX 











Stores: 
Ft. Lauderdale, Hollywood, Clearwater, 
Florida 









In 
Fort Lauderdale 
It’s 


BROW AR 
HOTEL 


tvAir-Conditioned 





wxvFishing Fleet 
for You at 
Our Door 


ySpecial 
Fisherman’s 
Rate 


tvYear Round 


wYou Will Enjoy 
A Stay Here! 
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, OCEAN TRIP-GLASS BOTTOM-BANIAMAR DOCK | 

M/V PORACO . . . Twin Diesel Engines 
2% Hour Ride in Waterway and Ocean... 
See Ocean Bottom, Corals, Etc., Guif Stream, 
City Skyline, Ocean Liners, Deep Sea Diver, 
Fish, Port Everglades, Etc. 

Daily Trips at 19:30 A. M. - 2:00 P. M. 

Bahia Mar Yacht Basin PHONE 9276 


R. E. SCHAEFER 
P. O. Box 1376 Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


It is likely you read with interest the reference made to FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
ON THE AIR which appeared in the January issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE. 

Now that this program is definitely established we are quite anxious to see it 
expand. In an effort to stimulate interest we are planning to initiate a Question 
and Answer section over the air beginning this month. 

Do you have any problems which are worrying you—any questions pertaining 
to hunting and fishing or other related subjects which you would like to have 
answered? Why not let FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR help? 

Just send us your questions. If yours is selected as one of the three to be answered 
on a program, you will be awarded a nice prize for having submitted the winning 


question. 















This is open to everyone regardless of age, except employees of the Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission. Mail your questions to FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON PATTEN SALES 
THE AIR, State Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee. 

Here are the stations broadcasting FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR: COMPANY 
Call Letters City Day Hour : 
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WILLYS-JEEP SERVICE 


Carburetors, Generators, Starters and 
Fuel Pumps Repaired—Exchanged 


MOTOR TUNE-UP 


“United Motor Service” 


OAKLAND PARK 
DRAWBRIDGE 








* 
LIVE BAIT © BOAT RENTALS (or 
TACKLE © GUIDE SERVICE 
WILLIS HOWARD, Proprietor P O N TIA C , 
ca ek ae sae Floridale Motors 
are 512 North Federal Highway 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 


* 
TELEPHONE 2-7482 


Fishing is Tops at the Bridge 


OAKLAND PARK 
B’LVOD. 


THE ROD SHOP 
* 


EXPERT ROD AND REEL REPAIRING 
MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED 


COMPLETE LINE OF TACKLE 
* 
PAUL J. TRESSEL 
* 
1420 N. Federal Highway 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 


ROUTE AIA 


ATLANTIC OCEAN 


— AT NORTH CITY LIMITS — 
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GUNS—AMMUNITION 





SELLING OUT at 10% discount — Target Rifles 
and supplies. Small pistol primers $8.00 thousand. 
The Ideal Lock & Gun Shop, 227 S.W. First Ave., 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 





COMPLETE GUN REFINISHING. Re-bluing, plat- 
ing, re-stocking, sights, scopes, recoil pads. Bona- 
fide dealer’s trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 





CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold bluing process 
on aouble barrel shot guns; hot dip on other 
guns, New, second-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smokeless powder, 
percussion caps, primers, factory ammo., sights 
and other accessories. Come and see us. Palm 
Harbour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write us 
about your needs. Bradley & Fought Gun Shop, 
P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 





DOGS FOR SALE 


GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS—The All 
Purpose Dog you’ve read about. PUREBRED 
BEAGLES. Puppies usually. All dogs registered in 
A. K. C. LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels. Oklawaha, Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


COTTAGES 





BAKER’S ACRES FISH CAMP. On Withlacoochee 
River, 3 miles from Lake Panasoffkee, on same 
road. 3 miles off U. S. 44 between Inverness and 
Wildwood. Good hunting and fishing, 11 miles of 
river open to hunters. 


BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking facilities, 
Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and bait. Box 
388, Tarpon Springs. Phone 2473. 


HOUSE TRAILERS FOR SALE 
RETIRE at the Fountain of Youth at Sarasota. 


House Trailers, $195 to $5,500. 3 acres of good 
fish.—SELLHORN’S, Airport, Sarasota, Fla. 


WILD FOWL FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Peafowl, Pheasants, Wild Ducks, 
Wild Geese and Swans. 80 varieties. DAVIS & 
GIST, McIntosh, Fla. Florida permit #25, Fed- 
eral 733208 


SALE OR LEASE GAME PRESERVE 








21,000-acre game preserve (protected for 15 years) 
on Highway #92, just west of Daytona Beach. 
Fine stand pine timber. Fenced. M. J. MOSS, 
Orlando, Florida. 


GAildltfe Trading Post 


The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements 15c a word per insertion, payable in 
advance. Minimum advertisements 15 words or $1.50. Initials, 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 















abbreviations and groups of 









NUTRIAS FOR SALE 








NUTRIAS FOR SALE—$25.00 pair breeding size, 
$15.00 extra females. $13.00 pair under breeding 
size, $8.00 extra females. $10.00 pair 2 weeks or 
younger. These are used to make pets. You must 
handle them while they are very young.—Joe S. 
Lynch, 311 N. St. Charles, Abbeville, La. 








FISH BAIT FOR SALE 











GREY CRICKETS—Millions used annually. Ac- 
claimed THE BEST BAIT. $1.50 per hundred post- 
paid. Fishing containers at $0.75 and _ $1.50. 
Wholesale cricket prices on request. — LUCKY 
LURE CRICKET FARM, Leesburg, Florida. 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE—GILBERT’S HAPPY 
CONTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 





NOTICE to Fish Camps and Fishermen. Fishing 
Worms—we have them. Tennessee Red Wigglers 
and Kentucky Mammoth Hibreds. Our prices, 
$4.50, $5.50, $6.50 per thousand. We pack any way 
you want them. Satisfaction guaranteed.—Florida 
Worm Gardens, DeLand, Fla. 





REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


‘‘WELAKA,” the St. 
Paradise, fishing camps, 
groves, business opportunities. 
Crescent City, Florida. 


Johns River Sportsman’s 
river front homes, 
E. J. TeRONDE, 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 


CRYSTAL RIVER INN—Crystal River, Florida. 
Regular fisherman’s paradise. Owner forced to 
sell due to out-of-state business. Price $26,000. 








Terms to suit. Frank D. Howard, Realtor. 1001 
W. Main St., Leesburg, Florida. 
HOMES, Groves, Hotels, Motels, Ranches, River 


and Ocean Front Property. We cover the East 
Coast in Real Estate.—M. C. MURPHY, REALTOR, 
White House Hotel, Ft. Pierce, Fla. 





WILD TURKEYS 


WILD TURKEY BREEDERS—all 7/8 to full wild. 
Place order now for February delivery. W. B. 
(Dick) Makinson, Hardware, Ksisimmee, Florida. 
Game Farm License No. 40. 





AMERICA’S ONLY 


MONKEY JUNGLE 


22 Miles South of Miami, Florida, 


OFF FMS. BM 
GOULDS, FLORIDA 
























Home of the Large 
BLACK BASS 





Don’t Fail to See... 


CLERMONT, LAKE COUNTY, 


Florida’s Beauty Spot in the noted Hill, 
Lake and Citrus Region of Central 
Florida Highlands. 












Bowman & Brown Co. 
REALTORS 
Here for 28 Years 


Clermont—Lake County—Florida 
PHONE 3371 









The hippopotamus was nicknamed “‘river 
horse’’ because when swimming exposes 
nearly half the head, resembling a horse. 


The weird mournful cry of the loon has 
siven rise to the phrase “crazy as a loon” 
but the bird is far from crazy. 





Visit 
FORT PIERCE 


See 
RANCHLAND 


Cor. Orange Ave. & U.S. #1 


THE ONLY 
“WESTERN-WEAR” STORE 
IN FLORIDA 


“‘Western-Wear’ for the 
Entire Family 





























Commission Forms 
Conservation Club 
Program for Juniors 


Formation of a Junior Conservation Club 
League throughout the state is being en- 
couraged by Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission, Ben L. McLauchlin, director, 
announced recently. 

Individual clubs for boys and girls be- 
tween the ages of eight and 18 will be 
formed in all interested communities. Each 
club will operate as a separate unit gov- 
erned by the children themselves, with ad- 
vice and assistance from a selected adult 
advisor. 

Each club will be designed to develop 
interest in fishing, hunting, and other allied 
sports, with an integrated program of rec- 
reation and education. Training in sports- 
manship, woodcraft, safety, care and han- 
dling of equipment, and fish and game bi- 
ology, will be included in the programs. 

When a minimum of 10 clubs have been 
established in Florida, formation of a state- 
wide club league, governed by junior off- 
cers and delegates from each club, will be 
encouraged. Through the league operation, 
the Game Commission also expects to en- 
courage establishment of at least two sum- 
mer camps in north and south Florida. 

The camps, governed by junior league 
officials, will be operated in wilderness areas 
and staffed with competent instructors. Each 
individual club will have free use of the 
camps for a specified period each summer. 

Work of establishing the individual clubs 
has already been undertaken by the Com- 
mission’s education officers stationed in the 
five divisions of the state, McLauchlin said. 

“The full resources of the Game Commis- 
sion will be thrown behind this long-range 
youth program,” McLauchlin stated. “We 
expect that the young people in the clubs 
and league will be able to govern them- 
selves without adult interference, but we 
are pledging the assistance, advice and help 
of all Commission personnel to the young- 
sters interested in hunting and fisting.” 








DROP AROUND AND SEE 
OUR ETCHINGS! 


Well, they’re not exactly etchings but if you 
are interested in Fort Lauderdale real estate 
you’ll enjoy looking over our unusual tinted 
photographs of exceptional realty offerings. 
Besides, we’d like to meet you and have a 
friendly chat. You’ll find our air conditioned 
office conveniently located and our listing as 
complete as any in Florida. 


Mier & SetHness - 


Lay Voge) ¢) 
227 S.E. FIRST AVE. PH. 3-1424 
EVENINGS & SUNDAYS 5430 
‘IN FORT LAUDERDALE SINCE 1926’' 
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PLEASANTLY SITUATED on the sloping shores of sparkling Lake Griffin and Lake Harris, 














Leesburg has a charm all its own. The beauty of natural scenery — water and hills and 
trees — combine with the advantages of a modern city to give Leesburg attractions for 
everyone. 


Recreation for young and old, for visitor and resident alike — recreation of the most 
enjoyable and healthful kind always is available in Leesburg. 

Shuffleboard, golf, skeet, bowling and other games may be enjoyed in Leesburg. For the 
boating enthusiast, boat houses and launching ramps are available on Lakes Griffin and 
Harris, two of the largest in Florida. Under the auspices of the Leesburg Boating Club, 
regattas are held regularly, and via beautiful inland waterways it is possible to travel 
from Leesburg to Jacksonville on the St. Johns. Charter trips to Silver Springs through 
Lake County lakes, streams and canals also are popular. 


Within a few miles of Leesburg there are more than 1400 freshwater lakes teeming with 
speckled perch, crappies, bream and shellcrackers, as well as the gamey fish that makes 
folks call Leesburg the place ‘Where the Big Bass Bite.” 

Hunters, too, find a real paradise in Leesburg’s front yard. The Ocala National Forest — 
Florida’s finest hunting ground — is only a few miles of good driving from Leesburg. 
[ts rolling terrain and many lakes, its unspoiled wildness make it the ideal place for 
game to live and multiply. 

Come to Leesburg — land of lakes and streams. Come to Leesburg to play. Come to 
Leesburg to live. 


LEESBURG 


Your pAU-Ylovida Headquarters: 








3 Sait. ry tates casting, bottom fishing or at The m 
ee rod you can buy. Test the balance and feel of the me 
od. Test the flexibility and perfect grip that make fishing 


] cident retailer has the Ply-F lex rod. See him today. 
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